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Scparating Amtrak’s high speed rail passengers
Lrom oifier Penn Staion users ralses serious
questions about social and racial jusiice. A
tapuianon of the raciai cumpomhun of Amifrak

passongers, by access modc, is not inciuded

EA.
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Section 3.7.7 0l e DA aUUrcsses cnvu'unn':cnuﬂ
justice considerations and Executive Order
12898, Federal Actions (0 Address

and Low-income Fopuiauons. 1ne proposed
Project would have no significant environmenial
justice impacts. It would improve not ouly the
transportation infrastructure of the regicn hut sten
the socioeconomic aspects of the am‘mundmg
West Side neighborhood and the regics as 2
whals, Mot only high speed rail passengers but
all Amtrak passengers will be ablc to usc the new
Farley Building facilities. A tabulation of the
racial composition of Amtrak’s passengers by
access mode was not included in the EA because
it 18 not considered relevant to the evaluation of
the environmental imnacts of the project.

l Faviranmental Tustice in Minority Populatinanz

A major investment study of & comprehensive
dovelopment plan fur e entire Ponm Station
cnmp!ex and its cnvm mchmmg pm'ns.u. for
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npﬂ&llon Gftmﬂﬂ ﬁ'lﬁ:l" 'j— % Penn Station on W i
44 44

CThiviivis shouid ov w:.:q)"""‘"luw buiure tiis 5450
million project is permitted to advance.

A Major Investment Study is not required for the
I ennsylwmia Station Redevelopment Project.

The proposed fiojeci a
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: '_nlﬂr'!h- and commuter rail fanilities nt
Tenn Sintion and inciudes Improved acocss 1o e

caisting subway system throngh the
reconfiguration of the Dighih Avanuc Subway
connicotor at West 33" Street that serves as the
1mdcrgr()|md link between Penn Siation ama uw

Faricy Building (see section 1.3.1.2). Plans and
etdies to address the needs ol wanspoiiaiion
uscrs at Penn Station have been underway since
the carly 1990s.

Mr. Haikalis’ comments included 2 copy of
comments suhmitted hy the Commities for Retter
Transit, Inc. on the FRA "s 1295 cnvirommental
assessment.

A response to these comments and other
comments received on the 1995 EA was prepared
by FRA 1n sarly 1996 and ihese comments and
rosponses were considered by the agency in
preparing the 1999 EA.
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Board disappointed that it received no formal
presentation of the Pennsylvania Station

O emseman e
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and did not have an opportutity to participate in

ie sechton UG Proiess.

PSRC will make a formal presentation to the
Board an October 18, 1999, The Board was not a
zarticizant in the section 106 process for the
original Amtrak proposal and FRA was unaware
i Uic Suard's interest in participating with
respect to the PSRC design. Thaid was o
intention by the FRA to exclude any interested
narties The EA in Volumes I and I toniains a
musuly discussion oi the section 106 procese and
historic preservation considerations relative io e
current design

There is a lack of clarity with respect to
provisions for access by the disablicd, although

Ix‘l‘qurpr references are made (o such pmvugmnn
and the Board realizes that in practics the nealact
will have to compiy at a minimum with the
Americans With Disabilitice Act (ATdA}Y

Ensuring ampliancewiﬂtheADAis one of
O .
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particularly in light of the inadequacy of the
surrent facilitiae PAR has mat werith covaral
groups representing individuals with disabilities.
Enguring full access o the fecilitics willbo a key
component of the Project as design progresses.

Thars will ks

Streets in partlcular due to the inorease in faxi
and limousing frafiic and e doubion of T the

1mpacts due to the new taxi dropofis between

e }_ﬁﬁ and Ninth Avenues will notbe jnm:arc

mitigation. The Board favors diveot acosss for
traffie poming From Winth Avenue and farther
west and regrets that il scemed nevessary o
hiat inight have
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enabled such access.

Mversll, most of the increased traffic in the
siation area is relaied io the development of ather
pi ujeuis in thie s‘r:udy arca. The Build Alternative

PRRET ﬂm\w‘mﬂ fweposals to switch the tmﬂic
wa Vi .Jl Ut J_“ mﬁ'ts.-.:, udnu‘vi‘:l’, uu.ﬂ ;iiﬂrf
Yok City Transporiation Department was not
rmpm to this p!-._-mnchl and it cannat ha
avsunplishcd without the agency’s concurrence.
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Serious consideration should be given o epening,
wudcnmg; or emnamg mnore lﬂiﬂﬁlgﬂlunﬂ

connections between the Farley Building and the

Fuka A warma Quhomar A A‘ﬁe te ‘t#ﬂ!ﬂ"n sarma
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supplementary Amtrak facilitic &t

-n'l-u-pc ﬂ-.qf woanld smale annese puqmu— f'n.- ﬂ\n

considerable number of train pessengens W o oW

do or in the fubure will uee the subway,
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e Eighth Avenue Subway connector at West
Stref:t that serves as the underground hink
ctween Penn Station and the Farlcy Building.
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ha lengthened to mﬂ-ﬂtADArequuemuntnndﬂm
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western ramp to avoid pedcﬂ*ﬂun s-r-.ng-;-‘_-:._..::
clear lines of travel, enhance passenger

- ~—t-gtetitation, and improve the degroe of ADA

accese far rail station users. Additional widening
of this corridor is not possible because of
physical constraints. In order to provide for
passenger growth in the future, the Plas meludes
provisions for the posaibility of an extension of
the existing Hilton Corridor, which cisrently
dsad_ends in the existing facility, to connect with
the West End Concourse undemneath the Furisy
Building.

The restoration and adaptation of the bailding is
excciicnt, and 1n significani ways hetter than the

=attizr proposal. The adaprion of tie nistonic
giass roof of the space that will become the new
arse, the opening up of spaces ihat wiil
make the irams visible from the concourse, and
most other adaptative changes are mghly
appropriate.
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Comment noted.
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The Board is concerned with the exterior
ireatment of the “mtermodal hall” at ibe nuusiic
of the building. Removal of ine intermediate
bays of il waiis on the side sireeis mvoives ihe
loss of significant historic fabric showing tie
rclationship bctwocn the two porticas of the

diﬁg i.‘:uug wiin e two grcai ATCHCS Oh W C8L

33 Streel that are among e besi and mosi
original features of this later part. The g'w_iss oo
1s not historic in style, 15 expensive and
imfinstional and wanecessarily sensrates the
bulding into transportation and pos
halves.
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! LA mrci'uiiy considered e Impact irom ine
I' u.muval of tho uAﬁLi‘iuf’ Waal Al UiC I

| nunumg
i & signiitcani I]TtdeL hecanes the penatration was
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ing Egt:ﬁ:}f cOoncluaea WAL 1118 Was not

light of the Prajeot’s camprc}'.umwc preservation
pragram, 6 Geiaiicd oilorts tat were expended
hv PR s 1in Hret mlrr(u iy r’rvt"hm aTlr-rnulwt-

dem"ﬂ_% and the considerabie Bnﬂﬂﬁ that were

‘.".‘.}‘E!‘!"L'” hw PRF tn minimize the remaoval af
stone. PSRC and s architects also conducted an
extensive alternatives analysic with resnect ta the
heighi of ihe intermodal hall. in response to
concerns expressed by the State Historic
Preservation Officer, the height was reduced by
approximately 10% to reducs its wisihility from
ihe giteet. The height of the hail serves an
important orienting function for rail passengers
and recreztes he sense of scale that was tound
the original Pennsylvania Station. The ageney
dase not halisve that the glass roof separates the
huiIding into transportation and postal service
halves since important postal functions, ncluding
the hastoric main lobby and officcs will be
retained in the came section of the building with
the rail pnacannar neas

The intermodal hall is cxcellent; but remnng
the rear wall of the old huiiding iz sverly
hiswricizing and the roof is unnecessariiy
claborntc and thuld h{, it.s’.;;.'.ii—;d 3 isvarurs

PSR has worked closely with fhe New York
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i cnsuie ma‘ the dcszgn and lustonc preservanon
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i AICOIOT B Dianuanas 107 ﬂ’le T‘reatment Ofﬂlstﬂﬂc
[eview process mth the SHPO,
PSRC studted mny design and cuginccing
alvnaaves ol wiv mtninodal Hall “‘f"l"ﬂ"'f and
| it hae heen vzlue-engineered.
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Stan Gee, Federal Highway Administration

Suggested the need to add (o tha lisf of FRA concurg with FEEW A *g recommendation thut
bamereerlabion swojecon pagte 38 ol the B the | thiz sraiect should be added to the IISt of
$ 185 miiiion project of high speed rail } tramumartution predects anpaus 31 of the A,

improvements in New York State’s Empire
Corrnidor between New Yerk City and Buffaic.
Ths orogrom: includes remanufacture of seven
turboliner trainsets and infrastmicturs
improvements along the length of the corridor.
The mmatwe i8 expected to increase ridership by
150% from 1.2 million to 3.0 million and to lend
to reduced travel time, increased frequencies,
—oHoERes =4 e mee - o the new service.






