
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

MEETING OF THE START-UP NY APPROVAL BOARD 
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2014, 2:30 P.M. 
 

STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 131 
ALBANY, NEW YORK 

 
I. Welcome and Introductions 

II. Ratification of Minutes from START-UP NY Approval Board Meeting 07/01/14 

III. Consideration of Long Island University Plan 

IV. Consideration of College of New Rochelle Plan 

V. Consideration of New York University Plan 

VI. Other issues 



 
DRAFT – SUBJECT TO REVIEW AND REVISION 
 
  START-UP NY Approval Board 
Meeting Minutes 
State Capitol, Room 131, Albany 
11:00 A.M., Tuesday, July 01, 2014 

 
 
The following Board members were present: Andrew Kennedy (Chair), Governor’s Appointee, 
Governor’s Assistant Secretary for Economic Development; Abraham M. Lackman, Temporary 
President of the Senate’s Appointee, Senior Officer for Civic Affairs at the Simons Foundation; 
Edward M. Cupoli, Speaker of the Assembly’s Appointee, Professor Emeritus at the University at 
Albany and Trustee Emeritus at Cornell University.   

 
 
The meeting was called by Chairman Kennedy at 10:59.  Chairman Kennedy informed the other 
members that the Board would be considering four plans submitted by Clarkson University, 
Columbia University, Keuka College, and the University of Rochester. 
 
Prior to beginning consideration of the plans, Chairman Kennedy asked if there was a motion to 
vote on the adoption of the minutes from the prior meeting of the Board.  Mr. Lackman so 
moved, and Mr. Cupoli seconded the motion.  The motion was put to a vote, and the motion 
carried unanimously 3-0. 
 
At 11:00, the Board turned to consideration of Clarkson University’s plan to designate a Tax-
Free NY Area.  Ms. Patricia Hartle of Empire State Development provided a summary of 
Clarkson University’s plan.  Ms. Hartle noted that Clarkson University’s plan: 
 

• Proposes for designation 28,000 square feet of vacant space located in three buildings 
on Clarkson University’s campus, including the Peyton Hall building which hosts the 
Clarkson University business incubator; 

• Indicates that Clarkson University will pursue high-technology businesses, including 
those engaged in web development, nanoscience, and development of sustainable 
technologies, as well as businesses focused on resources such as produce, farm 
products, and wood products. 

 
Ms. Hartle further noted that Clarkson University has received numerous inquiries from 
businesses interested in locating in the spaces proposed for designation, and that Clarkson  
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University expects that the space proposed for designation as part of its plan can support about 
75 jobs within the next three to five years. 
 
At 11:03, Mr. Cupoli observed that, given the business development capabilities at the disposal 
of the universities participating in the START-UP NY program, Clarkson University’s conservative 
estimate of 75 jobs does not fully reflect its capacity to support business growth and job 
creation. 
 
At this point, hearing no further comments or questions, Chairman Kennedy asked if there was 
a motion to move to a vote on Clarkson University’s plan.  Mr. Lackman so moved, and Mr. 
Cupoli seconded the motion.  By a vote of 3-0, the Board moved to a final vote on Clarkson 
University’s plan. 
 
At the direction of Chairman Kennedy, the secretary to the Board, Mr. Phillip Harmonick, 
proceeded to collect votes from the Board members by roll call.  By a vote of 3-0, the Board 
approved Clarkson University’s plan. 
 
At 11:04, Chairman Kennedy indicated that the Board would proceed to consideration of 
Columbia University’s plan to designate a Tax-Free NY Area.  Ms. Judith Tholl of Empire State 
Development provided a summary of Columbia University’s plan, including that: 
 

• Columbia University proposes for designation 16,241 square feet of vacant space 
located on the Columbia University campus; 

• Columbia University is seeking to attract and support high-technology start-up 
businesses. 

 
Ms. Tholl further observed that Columbia University’s bio park, which generates new bio-
medical businesses, is the only of its kind in the State.  Ms. Tholl noted that Columbia University 
expects to attract start-up businesses formed by its alumni, students, and faculty, many of 
whom have already expressed interest in the Program, and that Columbia University believes 
that the space proposed for designation will support about 150 jobs.  
 
At 11:07, Mr. Lackman observed that the space proposed by Columbia University for 
designation at 69 Charlton St. is currently leased by Columbia University, and inquired as to the 
duration of the current lease.  Ms. Tholl indicated that Columbia University is currently in the 
process of renegotiating the lease, but that she did not know the precise duration thereof.  Mr. 
Cupoli opined that Mr. Lackman’s observation was important to ensuring that businesses would 
not be affected by the expiration of the lease between Columbia University and the owner of 
the property. 
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Chairman Kennedy responded that leased property is treated as on-campus property for the 
purposes of START-UP NY, and that the fact that Columbia University leased the space in 
question should not be a barrier to the Board approving Columbia University’s plan.  Chairman 
Kennedy further observed that the plan before the Board showed Columbia University’s 
commitment to renewing the lease pursuant to its strategy for participation in the START-UP NY 
program. 
 
At 11:09, hearing no further questions or comments, Chairman Kennedy asked if there was a 
motion to move to a vote on Columbia University’s plan.  Mr. Lackman so moved, and Mr. 
Cupoli seconded the motion.  By a vote of 3-0, the Board moved to a final vote on Columbia 
University’s plan.  The Board thereafter approved Columbia University’s plan, 3-0, by roll call 
vote. 
 
At 11:10, Chairman Kennedy indicated that the Board would proceed to consideration of Keuka 
College’s plan to designate a Tax-Free NY Area.  Ms. Tholl provided a summary of Keuka 
College’s plan, including that: 
 

• Keuka College proposes for designation 2,530 square feet of vacant off-campus space; 
• Keuka College is seeking applications from businesses engaged in software 

development, business analytics, healthcare technology, agribusiness, environmental 
science and technology, and bio-medical sciences to apply to locate in its proposed Tax-
Free NY Area. 

 
Ms. Tholl further observed that Keuka College has a proven track record of success in 
promoting job growth through its collaboration with the Finger Lakes Economic Development 
Center.  Ms. Tholl added that Keuka College is vigorously promoting the START-UP NY program 
through its network of faculty and alumni to attract businesses, particularly international 
businesses, and is currently in discussions with a business prospect Keuka College believes will 
support 20 jobs.   
 
At 11:12, Chairman Kennedy requested confirmation that the space proposed by Keuka College 
for designation is within one mile of a Keuka College campus.  Ms. Tholl confirmed that the 
space proposed for designation is within one mile of a Keuka College campus. 
 
Hearing no further questions or comments, Chairman Kennedy asked if there was a motion to 
move to a vote on Keuka College’s plan.  Mr. Lackman so moved, and Mr. Cupoli seconded the 
motion.  By a vote of 3-0, the Board moved to a final vote on Keuka College’s plan.  The Board 
thereafter approved Keuka College’s plan, 3-0, by roll call vote. 
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At 11:13, Chairman Kennedy indicated that the Board would move to consideration of the 
University of Rochester’s plan to designate a Tax-Free NY Area.  Ms. Hartle provided a summary 
of the University of Rochester’s plan, including that: 
 

• The University of Rochester proposes for designation 105,894 square feet of vacant 
space located at the High Tech Rochester Business Incubator and Eastman Business 
Park; 

• The University of Rochester seeks to attract businesses located in industries aligning 
with its broad array of academic offerings, including businesses in the fields of advanced 
materials, bio-engineering, bio-technology, chemicals, communication electronics, 
energy technology, information technology, life sciences, manufacturing, medical device 
production, nanotechnology, optics, photonics and imaging, and semiconductors. 

 
Ms. Hartle noted that the Board is directed by statute to prioritize for acceptance the University 
of Rochester’s plan because the space proposed for designation is located in a county that 
contains a city with a population of one hundred thousand or more but does not host a State 
University of New York university center.  Furthermore, Ms. Hartle stated that Eastman 
Business Park is a high regional priority for economic development.  Lastly, Ms. Hartle stated 
that the University of Rochester has been in contact with 73 prospective businesses concerning 
its proposed START-UP NY plan. 
 
At 11:15, Mr. Cupoli indicated that he had personal experience in the Rochester community, 
and in Eastman Business Park in particular, and that he considers the University of Rochester’s 
plan to be a critical part of Rochester’s redevelopment.  Mr. Cupoli further added that 
increased measurement of the economic impact of the START-UP NY program is needed, and 
that he intended to work with his fellow Board members in the future to establish tools for 
such measurement. 
 
At 11:16, Chairman Kennedy stated that the State of New York is committed to the 
redevelopment of Eastman Business Park following the departure of Kodak, and that the State 
has already provided assistance with the cleanup and upgrading of infrastructure at Eastman 
Business Park.  Chairman Kennedy then asked the counsel to the Board, Ms. Jennifer Chung, 
what extent of preference the Board was directed by statute to confer upon the University of 
Rochester’s plan in light of its location. 
 
Ms. Chung responded that the Board is empowered to take into account the lack of a university 
center in counties containing a city with a population greater than one hundred thousand so as  
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to ensure that these communities, despite their lack of a university center, may participate 
equally in the START-UP NY program.   
 
At 11:17, Mr. Cupoli asked whether the space proposed for designation was included in the 2.4 
million square foot cap that applies to private colleges and universities in Upstate New York.  
Chairman Kennedy responded that it did.  Mr. Cupoli then proceeded to ask whether this 
square footage limit applied to all Upstate New York colleges and universities, or only private 
colleges and universities, and also what the role of Empire State Development is in applying this 
square footage limit.  Ms. Chung responded that the 2.4 million square foot limit applies only to 
private colleges and universities, and that Empire State Development monitors the square 
footage allocated by the Board through the approval of the plans submitted by private colleges 
and universities. 
 
At 11:19, Mr. Lackman requested that a running tally of space allocated against the square 
footage limit be provided to the Board with the next plan submitted for its consideration. 
 
Hearing no further questions or comments, Chairman Kennedy asked if there was a motion to 
move to a vote on the University of Rochester’s plan.  Mr. Lackman so moved, and Mr. Cupoli 
seconded the motion.  By a vote of 3-0, the Board moved to a final vote on the University of 
Rochester’s plan.  The Board thereafter approved the University of Rochester’s plan, 3-0, by roll 
call vote. 
 
At 11:20, hearing no further remarks, Chairman Kennedy requested a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  Mr. Cupoli so moved, and Mr. Lackman seconded the motion.  By a vote of 3-0, the 
motion was approved and the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Phillip Harmonick 
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SUMMARY OF START-UP NY DESIGNATED LAND & SPACE 

Pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 432(2), private colleges and universities in New York State may 
designate up to 3 million ft2 of vacant land or space.  Of this 3 million ft2, 600,000 ft2 is available 
for designation by certain colleges and universities in Nassau, Suffolk, and Westchester counties 
and the five boroughs of NYC.  Each county is allocated 75,000 ft2 of vacant land or space. 

In any county where the allocated 75,000 ft2 is designated as a Tax-Free NY Area, an additional 
75,000 ft2 shall be eligible for designation by the START-UP NY Approval Board as a Tax-Free NY 
Area. 

DESIGNATED LAND & SPACE: DOWNSTATE 

To date, 16,241 ft2 has been designated against the 600,000 ft2 limit for private universities and 
colleges downstate. 

All of the 16,241 ft2 designated to date is located in New York County.  As yet, no land or space 
has been designated against the 75,000 ft2 available to each of the following counties: Bronx, 
Kings, Queens, Richmond, Nassau, Suffolk, or Westchester. 

DESIGNATED LAND & SPACE: UPSTATE 

To date, 252,364 ft2 has been designated against the 2.4 million ft2 limit for private universities 
located upstate. 



 
 

 
MEETING OF THE START-UP NY APPROVAL BOARD 

 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2014, 2:30 P.M. 

 
STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 131 

ALBANY, NEW YORK 
 

Resolution 009 
 

WHEREAS, Long Island University has submitted a Plan to designate vacant land and space as a 
Tax-Free NY Area pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 435 and the Commissioner of Economic 
Development, having determined that the Plan meets the statutory and regulatory 
requirements for approval, has forwarded the Plan to the Board. 
 
WHEREAS, the Board has determined that Long Island University’s Plan, a copy of which is 
attached hereto, proposing to designate 6,721 ft2 of vacant space at Bush Brown Hall, located 
at 700 Northern Boulevard in the Village of Brookville, complies with the eligibility criteria of 5 
NYCRR § 220.5 and is eligible to be approved as a Tax-Free NY Area. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board does hereby approve, pursuant to Econ. 
Dev. L. § 435(2), Long Island University’s Plan to sponsor a Tax-Free NY Area, encompassing the 
abovementioned vacant space, of 6,721 ft2. 

 
Resolution 010 

 
WHEREAS, the College of New Rochelle has submitted a Plan to designate vacant land and 
space as a Tax-Free NY Area pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 435 and the Commissioner of Economic 
Development, having determined that the Plan meets the statutory and regulatory 
requirements for approval, has forwarded the Plan to the Board. 
 
WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the College of New Rochelle’s Plan, a copy of which 
is attached hereto, proposing to designate 20,334 ft2 of vacant space at Maura Hall, located at 
200 Liberty Avenue in New Rochelle, complies with the eligibility criteria of 5 NYCRR § 220.5 
and is eligible to be approved as a Tax-Free NY Area. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board does hereby approve, pursuant to Econ. 
Dev. L. § 435(2), the College of New Rochelle’s Plan to sponsor a Tax-Free NY Area, 
encompassing the abovementioned vacant space, of 20,334 ft2. 
 

Resolution 011 
 
WHEREAS, New York University has submitted a Plan to designate vacant land and space as a 
Tax-Free NY Area pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 435 and the Commissioner of Economic 
Development, having determined that the Plan meets the statutory and regulatory 
requirements for approval, has forwarded the Plan to the Board. 
 
WHEREAS, the Board has determined that New York University’s Plan, a copy of which is 
attached hereto, proposing to designate 7,000 ft2 of vacant space at the Varick Street Incubator, 
located at 137 Varick Street in New York City, 7,500 ft2 of vacant space at the DUMBO 
Incubator, located at 20 Jay Street in Brooklyn, and 5,000 ft2 of vacant space at the Urban 
Future Lab, located at 15 Metrotech Center in Brooklyn, complies with the eligibility criteria of 5 
NYCRR § 220.5 and is eligible to be approved as a Tax-Free NY Area. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board does hereby approve, pursuant to Econ. 
Dev. L. § 435(2), New York University’s Plan to sponsor a Tax-Free NY Area, encompassing the 
abovementioned vacant space, of 19,500 ft2. 
 
 



LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY 
PROPOSED DESIGNATION PLAN 

August 2014 
 

Long Island University has two main campuses -- LIU Brooklyn in Brooklyn and LIU Post, in 
Brookville.  Long Island University’s Post campus is located on the north shore of Long Island, in 
the Village of Brookville.  The campus is just 50 minutes from New York City. 
 
Long Island University will seek to establish partnerships with businesses that will provide 
opportunity for internships, vocational training and learning experiences.  In addition, in order 
to diversify Long Island’s local economy, once dominated by defense contractors and 
government suppliers, the University will look to the high-tech sector to provide a platform for 
new local tech businesses or out of state start-ups. 
 

SUMMARY OF TAX-FREE SPACE PROPOSED FOR DESIGNATION 
Long Island University is proposing the designation of 6,721 ft2 of vacant space on campus at 
Bush Brown Hall. 
 

TYPES OF BUSINESSES 
High technology businesses including: 
 Technology & technology-related businesses 
 High-tech manufacturing 
 High-tech environmental sustainability enterprises 
 

STATUTORY AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 
Pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 432(2), private colleges and universities in New York State may 
designate up to 3 million ft2 of vacant land or space in New York.  Of this 3 million, 600,000 ft2 is 
available for designation by certain colleges and universities in Nassau, Suffolk, and 
Westchester counties and the five boroughs of NYC.  Each county is allocated 75,000 ft2 of 
space. 
 
The 6,721 ft2 of space proposed for designation by Long Island University would be applied 
against the 75,000 ft2 that may be designated by private colleges and universities in Nassau 
County.  To date, no square footage has been designated and applied toward the 75,000 ft2 
limit in Nassau County. 
 
In any county where the allocated 75,000 ft2 is designated as a Tax-Free NY Area, an additional 
75,000 ft2 shall be eligible for designation by the START-UP NY Approval Board as a Tax-Free NY 
Area.  
 
ESD has conducted a review of Long Island University designation package and has found it to 
be in compliance with all statutory and regulatory requirements. 



THE COLLEGE OF NEW ROCHELLE 
PROPOSED DESIGNATION PLAN 

AUGUST 2014 
 

The College of New Rochelle’s main campus is located in New Rochelle, a suburban 
Westchester city about 16 miles north of Manhattan. 
 
The College of New Rochelle will seek to partner with businesses making advances in 
technology such as informatics and robotics and other high technology areas, offering students 
internships and shared experiential learning opportunities in research, administration and 
management.   
 
SUMMARY OF TAX-FREE SPACE PROPOSED FOR DESIGNATION 
The College of New Rochelle is proposing the designation of 20,334 ft2 of vacant space on 
campus in Maura Hall - a former residence hall. 
 
TYPES OF BUSINESSES 
High technology, high growth potential, job-generating companies, including: 
 Biotechnology 
 Information technology 

Re-manufacturing 
Advance materials 
Engineering or electronic products 

 
STATUTORY AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 
Pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 432(2), private colleges and universities in New York State may 
designate up to 3 million ft2 of vacant land or space in New York.  Of this 3 million, 600,000 ft2 is 
available for designation by certain colleges and universities in Nassau, Suffolk, and 
Westchester counties and the five boroughs of NYC.  Each county is allocated 75,000 ft2 of 
space. 
 
The 20,334 ft2 of space proposed for designation by The College of New Rochelle would be 
applied against the 75,000 ft2 that may be designated by private colleges and universities in 
Westchester County.  To date, no square footage has been designated and applied toward the 
75,000 ft2 limit in Westchester County. 
 
In any county where the allocated 75,000 ft2 is designated as a Tax-Free NY Area, an additional 
75,000 ft2 shall be eligible for designation by the START-UP NY Approval Board as a Tax-Free NY 
Area.  
 
ESD has conducted a review of the College of New Rochelle designation package and has found 
it to be in compliance with all statutory and regulatory requirements. 



NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 
PROPOSED DESIGNATION PLAN 

AUGUST 2014 
 

New York University (NYU) is a private research university based in New York City.  NYU’s main 
campus is located at Greenwich Village in Lower Manhattan. 
 
NYU will seek companies that would provide experiences for their students, engage in the start-
up and entrepreneurial community both at NYU and throughout the State.  Companies that will 
have a community benefit through such things as their workforce development or through their 
products and services will also be sought. 
 

SUMMARY OF TAX-FREE SPACE PROPOSED FOR DESIGNATION 
New York University is proposing the designation of 19,500 ft2 of incubator space on campus as 
follows: 
 

 7,000 ft2 on the 2nd floor of Varick Street Incubator, 137 Varick St., New York, NY; 

 7,500 ft2at the DUMBO Incubator, 20 Jay St., Suite 312, Brooklyn, NY and; 

 5,000 ft2 on the 19th floor at the Urban Future Lab, 15 Metro Tech Center, Brooklyn, NY. 
 

TYPES OF BUSINESSES 
High-tech businesses or businesses in the formative stage of development including: 

Digital media 
Clean tech 
Healthcare IT 
Cyber security 
Financial technology 
Information technology 
Education technology  
Mobile applications 

 

STATUTORY AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 
Pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 432(2), private colleges and universities in New York State may 
designate up to 3 million ft2of vacant land or space in New York.  Of this 3 million, 600,000 ft2 is 
available for designation by certain colleges and universities in Nassau, Suffolk, and 
Westchester counties and the five boroughs of NYC.  Each county is allocated 75,000 ft2 of 
space. 
 
The 7,000 ft2 of space proposed for designation by New York University at the Varick Street 
Incubator would be applied against the 75,000 ft2 that may be designated by private colleges 
and universities in New York County.  The 7,500 ft2 of space at the DUMBO Incubator and the 
5,000 ft2 at the Urban Future Lab would be applied against the 75,000 ft2 that may be 
designated by private colleges and universities in Kings County.  To date, 16,241 ft2 has been 



designated and applied toward the 75,000 ft2 limit in New York County, and no land or space 
has been designated and applied towards the 75,000 ft2 in Kings County. 
 
In any county where the allocated 75,000 ft2 is designated as a Tax-Free NY Area, an additional 
75,000 ft2 shall be eligible for designation by the START-UP NY Approval Board as a Tax-Free NY 
Area. 
 
ESD has conducted a review of the New York University designation package and has found it to 
be in compliance with all statutory and regulatory requirements. 
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