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EMPIRE STATE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION ANNOUNCES AGREEMENT TO
CREATE A CONVENTION AND TRADE-SHOW INDUSTRY TASK FORCE

Task Force will be comprised of City and State, Labor and Industry leaders and
study long-term needs of New York City’s Convention industry

Downstate Empire State Development Chairman Pat Foye today announced an agreement to create a
Convention and Trade-Show Industry Task Force to study the long-term travel and tourism needs of
our city and region.

“We are committed to renovating the Javits Convention Center and to exploring the possibility of a
21st Century convention center to address the future needs of the City and Region,” said Governor
Spitzer. “The Task Force will help create the framework for the City and State to come together on a
long-term solution for the region’s important travel and tourism industry.”

“The Javits Convention Center is our present and we must now focus on the future,” said Chairman
Foye. “Today I am announcing that the State and City are forming a task force representing key
industries and stakeholders to focus on the long-term travel, tourism and convention center needs for
the region.”

“We need a comprehensive, strategic plan for New York City’s convention and trade-show industries,
and I look forward to working with State leaders and other stakeholders to develop one,” said Deputy
Mayor for Economic Development Robert C. Lieber. “The suspension of the sale of the northern parcel
is the prudent thing to do, and I am glad a decision on it will be made together by the City and State
after we have a better understanding of our long-term convention and trade-show needs.”

“New York City needs a 21st Century urban convention center - one that will bring critically important
middle class jobs to our city,” said Council Speaker Christine C. Quinn. "It's very important to move
forward with a well thought out plan in place. I am very excited to be a part of the Task Force and
gratified that the State has heeded our call to defer the sale of an adjacent parcel until a plan is
developed. A new convention center will be an economic engine in our city for decades to come.

The mission of the Task Force would be to:

 Analyze the specific convention center needs of our city and region,

 Analyze the impact on local travel and tourism resulting from the development of a new state-
of-the-art convention center,

 Examine mechanisms for raising funds to support a 21st Century convention center,

 Review the general spatial and geographic needs of such a center and the feasibility of such a
center both inside and outside of the City’s main business district, and

 Publish a report of its findings within 3-6 months of being commissioned.

The Task Force would include representatives of the Mayor, City Council and Governor’s Office, along
with representatives from labor, hotel industry, travel and tourism industry, local planning and
business advocacy groups, and local elected officials.



In addition to the creation of the Task Force, the State today announced that it would proceed with
the sale of the Southern Parcel at 33rd/34th Streets; though State officials would temporarily suspend
efforts to sell the Northern Parcel at 39th/40th Streets until development plans are approved by a panel
comprised of the Governor, Mayor, City Council Speaker and State legislative leaders.

Empire State Development is New York State’s chief economic development agency, encompassing
business, workforce and community development. ESD also oversees the marketing of “I LOVE NY,”
the State’s iconic tourism brand. For more information, visit www.nylovesbiz.com.
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