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GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF MOTION PICTURE AND TELEVISION LAUNCHES  
NEW YORK LOVES FILM ROADSHOW AT WOODSTOCK FILM FESTIVAL 

 
Everything you wanted to know about filming in New York but were afraid to ask 

 

The Governor’s Office of Motion Picture and Television Development recently piloted the New 
York Loves Film Production Roadshow at the Woodstock Film Festival.  The event featured two 
60-minute face-to-face conversations with filmmakers, festival officials, and New York State 
government representatives to gather and discuss film production practices and issues across 
New York State.  Unlike standard panels and Q & A sessions, the dais, podium and microphones 
were removed to enable participants to engage in a genuine free-flowing exchange of ideas 
relating to filmmaking in New York State.  
  
“The New York Loves Film Production Roadshow is the latest effort by Governor Cuomo and the 
entire team here to promote film and television in New York State,” said Empire State 
Development President, CEO & Commissioner Kenneth Adams.  “We’ve decided to take the 
show on the road so that filmmakers can meet our team who can help them learn everything 
about film production in our state from location scouting to post-production to incentives 
available to them.  Our commitment to the industry is very strong and we hope all participants 
benefit greatly from these workshops.” 
  
“This new interactive approach illustrates the level of commitment New York State has for film 
projects, both large and small,” said Gigi Semone, Executive Director of the Governor’s Office 
for Motion Picture and Television Development. “Our goal is to not only strengthen the 
connection between the state and filmmakers, but to streamline the filmmaking process and 
encourage individualized attention. Every project has different needs and challenges and we 
want to emphasize the accessibility and resources available to all." 
  
“The New York Loves Film Roadshow was so popular that we had to add a second session soon 
after we put it on the schedule,” said festival Co-Founder and Executive Director Meira 
Blaustein. “Producers really want the kind of direct, personal connection these workshops offer 
them with the team from the Governor’s Office for Motion Picture & Television Development. 
We’re very pleased that Woodstock hosted the initial launch of this great idea.”  
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Workshop attendees ranged from first-time filmmakers to veteran producers and the 
participants’ reception was enormously positive.  
 
"I didn't know what I was walking into when I signed up, but it far exceeded my expectations" 
said Texas-based Alex Smith, the writer, producer, and director of Winter in the Blood, which 
premiered at the festival. "I've never shot in New York State and wasn't aware of how extensive 
the incentive was and how involved the state film office is in assisting productions.  I definitely 
will explore bringing my next project here." 
 
New York-based Brent Kunkle, who has produced numerous pictures in New York State said, “I 
have a working knowledge of the incentive and filming in the state, but it proved invaluable to 
speak at a roundtable directly with the film office team. You realize quickly the state film office 
is a great ally and that there is much I didn't know about shooting in the state. I learned a lot.” 
 
The New York Loves Film Roadshow will continue across the state, including at film schools, 
expos, and other festivals.  
 
Empire State Development (ESD) is New York’s chief economic development agency (www.esd.ny.gov). 
The mission of ESD is to promote a vigorous and growing economy, encourage the creation of new job 
and economic opportunities, increase revenues to the State and its municipalities, and achieve stable 
and diversified local economies. Through the use of loans, grants, tax credits and other forms of financial 
assistance, ESD strives to enhance private business investment and growth to spur job creation and 
support prosperous communities across New York State. ESD is also the primary administrative agency 
overseeing Governor Cuomo’s Regional Economic Development Councils and the marketing of “I Love 
NY,” the State’s iconic tourism brand. For more information on Regional Councils and Empire State 
Development, visit www.regionalcouncils.ny.gov and www.esd.ny.gov.  
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