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NEW YORK STATE URBAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
d/b/a Empire State Development Corporation 
Meeting of the Directors 
633 Third Avenue 
37th Floor Conference Room 
New York, New York 10017 
 
 and 
 
Buffalo Regional Office 
95 Perry Street 
Buffalo, New York 14203 
 
  
May 23, 2011 
 

MINUTES 
 

In Attendance  
Directors: Kenneth Adams – Acting Chair 
 Paul Ciminelli 
 Robert Dyson 
 Joyce Miller 
 Manzar Sahebjam-Atabaki – Deputy Superintendent – New York 

State Department of Banking - Designee 
  
  
 ESD Officers:   Leecia Eve, Senior Vice President - Legal and General Counsel 

Robert Godley, Treasurer 
     Warner Johnston, Vice President – Public Affairs 
 Edwin Lee, Senior Project Manager – Loans and Grants 
 Sheri Lippowitsch, Vice President – Loans and Grants  
 Eileen McEvoy, Corporate Secretary 
 Kathleen Mize, Controller 
 Juanita Scarlett, Executive Vice President – Strategy, Policy and  
   Public Affairs 
 Susan Shaffer, Vice President – Loans and Grants 
 Frances A. Walton, Chief Financial and Administrative Officer 
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Also Present   Julie Shimer, ESD Chair - Designate 
     Dennis Mehiel, ESD Director – Designate 
     Meredith Bahr-Andreucci (Via Telephone) 
     Stephen Gawlik, Deputy General Counsel – Buffalo Regional Office 
     Kenneth Schoetz, Senior Vice President – Regional Offices 
      The Public 
 The Press 
 The Media 
      

 
The meeting of the Directors of the New York State Urban Development Corporation 

(“UDC”) d/b/a Empire State Development Corporation (“ESD” or the “Corporation”) was called 

to order at 10:40 a.m. by Acting Chairman Adams.  It was noted for the record that the time and 

place of the meeting had been given in compliance with the New York State Open Meetings 

Law. 

 

The Acting Chairman then noted that Ms. Julie Shimer, ESD’s Chair-Designate, was 

joining the meeting via video conference from ESD’s Syracuse Regional Office.  He then asked 

everyone in the conference room to introduce themselves. 

 

Next, Mr. Adams set forth the guidelines regarding comments by the public on matters 

on the Agenda. 

 

Mr. Adams then asked the Directors to approve the Minutes of the April 26, 2011 

Directors’ meeting.  There being no changes or corrections, upon motion duly made and 

seconded, the following resolution was unanimously adopted: 
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13055. APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND RATIFICATION OF ACTIONS TAKEN AT THE APRIL 
26, 2011 MEETING OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE NEW YORK STATE URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

  

 
RESOLVED, that the Minutes of the meeting of the Corporation held on April 26, 2011, as 
presented to this meeting, are hereby approved and all actions taken by the Directors 
presented at such meeting as set forth in such Minutes, are hereby in all respects ratified and 
approved as actions of the Corporation. 
 

*  *  * 
  

Ms. Eve then asked the Directors to approve the adoption of a Lobbying Contact Policy.  

Ms. Eve provided the background information with regard to this request.  Among other things, 

Ms. Eve explained that the Public Authorities Reform Act requires the adoption of a written 

policy regarding the making and maintenance of records regarding certain lobbying contacts. 

 

Following Ms. Eve’s full presentation of the pertinent aspects of this request, the Acting 

Chairman called for questions or comments.  Hearing none, and upon motion duly made and 

seconded, the following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

 
13056. NEW YORK STATE URBAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION d/b/a EMPIRE STATE 

DEVELOPMENT (the “Corporation”) - Approval of Lobbying Contacts Policy; and 
Authorization to take Related Actions 

 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance in the materials presented to this meeting and ordered 
filed in the records of the Corporation, the Lobbying Contacts Policy (the “Policy”) be and the 
same hereby is approved and adopted; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer and his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized and empowered to submit, file and/or publish the Policy, as 
required by law, and to take such other action may be necessary or appropriate in connection 
with the implementation of the Policy. 
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*  *  * 
 

 
 Ms. Dixon then asked the Directors to authorize ESD to approve funding by the Port 

Authority of New York and New Jersey for a consultant selected by the Port Authority to 

undertake two pilot projects. 

 

 Ms. Dixon provided the background information regarding the Beneficial Reuse of 

Dredged Materials – Technology and Applications pilot project and the Floating Structures – 

Data Collection pilot project. 

 

 Ms. Dixon explained that the first project will shed light on the latest strategies for the 

reuse of the most problematic dredged materials in the Port.  She further explained that that 

consists of material that is considered to be too contaminated for in-water placement. 

 

 Ms. Dixon went on to explain that the second project will address the environmental 

impacts associated with floating structures, such as ferry terminals and docks, on the aquatic 

habitat and on water quality.  

 

 Following Ms. Dixon’s full presentation, Mr. Adams called for questions or comments.  

Director Dyson asked where all of the dredging from the past several years has gone and  

Ms. Dixon explained that it has gone to landfills. 

 

 Director Miller then asked what is done with the materials after it is deposited in the 
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landfill.  Ms. Dixon explained that the material is treated before it is put into the landfill so that 

it is settled and not as problematic. 

 

 Director Miller then asked why the funding was being taken from the New York portion 

of the moneys when it appears as though the first study will benefit both New York and New 

Jersey. 

 

 Ms. Dixon stated, among other things, that while both States may benefit from the 

study, the project that the Port Authority would like to implement using this report will involve 

placement in New York Waters.  Therefore, she explained, the funds will be taken from the New 

York portion of the Bi-State Dredging allocation. 

 

 There being no further questions or comments, and upon motion duly made and 

seconded, the following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

 
13057. NEW YORK HARBOR – Agreement with the Port Authority of New York and New 

Jersey (“PANY&NJ”) for a consultant selected by the Port Authority for Funding 
from the Bi-State Dredging Agreement – Authorization to Approve Funding to 
undertake two pilot projects, Beneficial Reuse of Dredge Materials – Technology 
& Applications and Floating Structures – Data Collection; Authorization to Take 
Related Actions. 

 

  
RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation (the “Materials”), relating to the 
Agreement between the Empire State Development Corporation and the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey (“PANY&NJ”) for Funding with Regard to the Joint Dredging Plan (including 
amendments, the “Agreement”), the Corporation be, and it hereby is, authorized to enter into 
amendments to the Agreement and take other actions to fund, pursuant to the Agreement and 
in an amount not to exceed $1,700,000, to undertake two pilot projects, Beneficial Reuse of 
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Dredge Materials – Technology & Applications and Floating Structures – Data Collection, and be 
it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the President or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized and 
directed, in the name and on behalf of the Corporation, to execute and deliver any and all 
documents and take all such actions as may be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing. 
 

*  *  * 
 

   
Mr. Gawlik then asked the Directors to authorize ESD to adopt a Findings Statement 

pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act and to affirm the General Project Plan 

for the Richardson Olmsted Complex Project in Buffalo. 

  

Following Mr. Gawlik’s full presentation, Mr. Adams called for questions or comments.  

Director Dyson asked if any other scenarios were examined with regard to this project that 

would allow for a more efficient use of any funds to be provided.  Director Ciminelli stated that 

various studies had been done before the project was set in motion and that the present plan 

was deemed to be the most efficient way to proceed. 

 

Director Ciminelli further explained that there is the Core Project which consists 

primarily of stabilizing the Medina Sandstone buildings and restoring the grounds to the original 

Olmstead design. 

 

Director Ciminelli went on to note that the other buildings will be invested in when it is 

financially and economically feasible to do so.  Director Ciminelli stated that that will happen 

when a substantial amount of private sector investment has been provided. 



  
 

7 
 

 

Acting Chairman Adams asked if his belief that the full scope of the rehabilitation will be 

dependent upon the Richardson Corporation’s ability to raise private sector dollars was correct 

and Director Ciminelli said that that is in fact the plan. 

 

Director Miller asked if the anticipated private funds would be through investment 

capital or philanthropic donations.  Director Ciminelli stated that it would be a combination of 

both. 

 

Following a brief discussion regarding the private funds, Acting Chairman Adams 

suggested that Director Ciminelli provide a presentation to the Directors regarding the 

Olmstead Project at a future Directors’ meeting. 

 

There being no further questions or comments, and upon motion duly made and 

seconded, the following resolution was unanimously adopted (It was noted for the record that 

Director Ciminelli recused himself from voting with regard to the following resolution.): 

 
13058. Buffalo (Erie County) – Richardson Olmsted Complex Land Use Improvement and 

Civic Project - Adoption of Findings Pursuant to the State Environmental Quality 
Review Act; Authorization to Take Related Actions  

                                                                 

 
RESOLVED, that, on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation relating to the Richardson Olmsted 
Complex Land Use Improvement and Civic Project (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby 
makes and adopts, pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), the 
following findings and determinations, which findings and determinations are made after full 
consideration of the SEQRA Findings Statement, which Findings Statement is hereby adopted by 
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the Corporation, and copies of which Findings Statement are hereby ordered filed with the 
records of the Corporation relating to the Project: 
 

 The Corporation has given consideration to the Draft and Final Generic Environmental 
Impact Statements (“DGEIS” and “FGEIS”, respectively) prepared for the Project; 

 The requirements of the SEQRA process, including the implementing regulations of the 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, have been met; 

 Consistent with social, economic and other essential considerations from among the 
reasonable alternatives available, the Project is one that will avoid or minimize 
significant adverse environmental effects to the maximum extent practicable, including 
the effects disclosed in the FGEIS and the Findings Statement; 

 Consistent with social, economic and other essential considerations, significant adverse 
environmental effects associated with the development of the Project which were 
identified in the FGEIS and in the Findings Statement will be avoided or minimized to the 
maximum extent practicable by incorporating as conditions to the decision those 
mitigation measures that were identified in the FGEIS and the Findings Statement as 
practicable; and 

 The Project is in compliance with Section 14.09 of the State Historic Preservation Act;  
and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, 
authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to take all actions as he or she may in 
his or her sole discretion consider to be necessary or proper to comply with the requirements 
of SEQRA in connection with the Project; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, 
authorized and directed, in the name and on behalf of the Corporation, to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take any and all such actions as may be necessary or appropriate 
to effectuate the foregoing resolution. 
 

*  *  * 
 
 
13059. Buffalo (Erie County) – Richardson Olmsted Complex Land Use Improvement and 

Civic Project - Affirmation of General Project Plan; Ratification of Findings; 
Authorization to Take Related Actions  

 

                                                                 
RESOLVED, that, on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation relating to the Richardson Olmsted 
Complex Land Use Improvement and Civic Project  (the “Project”), and pursuant to Section 16 
of the UDC Act, after due consideration of: (1) the testimony given at the public hearing on 
January 6, 2011 on the proposed General Project Plan; (2) all comments received by the 



  
 

9 
 

Corporation during the comment period concluding January 17, 2011; (3) the DGEIS and FGEIS 
prepared in connection with the Project, including responses to comments made at the public 
hearing or received thereafter; and (4) the UDC Act, SEQRA statement of facts and conclusions 
and other determinations attached hereto, the Corporation does hereby affirm the General 
Project Plan, a copy of which is attached hereto and which has been presented to this meeting 
and is ordered filed with the records of the Corporation relating to the Project; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that any and all acts performed by any officers of the Corporation prior to the date 
of these resolutions in furtherance of these or prior resolutions with respect to the Project are 
hereby ratified, adopted, confirmed, and approved in all respects; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, 
authorized and directed, in the name and on behalf of the Corporation, to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take any and all such actions as may be necessary or appropriate 
to effectuate the foregoing resolutions. 
 
      *  *  * 

 
 
Mr. Adams then asked Mr. Lee to present the Discretionary Project items on the 

Agenda. 

 

Mr. Lee presented items five through nine as referenced on the meeting agenda.   

Mr. Lee provided a brief synopsis of each of the items to be considered by the Directors noting 

overall that the Directors are being requested to approve five grants totaling $6,276,000.  He 

added that these projects will leverage over $167 million in additional investments and will 

assist in retaining or maintaining 1,925 jobs and in creating approximately 600 jobs across New 

York State. 

 

Following Mr. Lee’s full presentation, Mr. Adams called for questions and comments 

from the Directors and from the Public. 
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Director Dyson made a motion to approve the items. 

 

Before the motion was seconded, Director Miller asked various questions and made 

several suggestions with regard to the process utilized by ESD in providing economic 

development funds. 

 

The Acting Chairman thanked Director Miller for her questions and comments.  He then 

stated that all of the projects have been worked on vigorously by staff members for a 

substantial period of time before being presented for consideration.  Acting Chairman Adams 

then explained that a presentation would be made during the President’s Report that will assist 

in clarifying the process and hopefully answer some of Ms. Miller’s general questions. 

 

There being no further question or comments, the motion previously made by  

Director Dyson was seconded and the following resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

 
13060. Chemung (Chemung County) – CVS Rx Services Capital – Jobs Now Program 

(Capital Grant) – Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10 (g) of the 
Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to 
Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions 

 

 
RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the CVS Rx Services Capital 
– Jobs Now Program (Capital Grant) Project (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby determines 
pursuant to Section 10 (g) of the New York State Urban Development Corporation Act of 1968, 
as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or individuals to be displaced from the 
project area; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
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this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to CVS Rx Services, Inc.  a grant for a total amount not to exceed Four Million Dollars 
($4,000,000) from the Jobs Now Program, for the purposes, and substantially on the terms and 
conditions, set forth in the materials presented to this meeting, with such changes as the 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem 
appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval of the State Division of the 
Budget; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grant; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions. 
 

*  *  * 
 
 
13061. Chemung (Chemung County) – CVS Rx Services Capital – Jobs Now Program 

(Capital Grant) – Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment 
 

 
RESOLVED, that based on the material submitted to the Directors with respect to the CVS Rx 
Services Capital – Jobs Now Program (Capital Grant) Project, the Corporation hereby 
determines that the proposed action will not have a significant effect on the environment.  
 

*  *  * 
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13062. Long Island City (Queens County) – JetBlue Airways Working Capital – Empire 
State Economic Development Fund - General Development Financing (Working 
Capital Grant) – Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Sections 16-m and 10 
(g) of the Act; Authorization to Make a Marketing Grant, Ratify the Marketing 
Incentive Agreement and to Take Related Actions 

 

 
RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the JetBlue Airways 
Working Capital - Empire State Economic Development Fund - General Development Financing 
(Working Capital Grant) Project (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby determines pursuant to 
Sections 16-m and 10 (g) of the New York State Urban Development Corporation Act of 1968, as 
amended (the “Act”), that  
 
1. The proposed project would promote the economic health of New York State by facilitating 

the creation or retention of jobs or would increase activity within a municipality or region of 
the state or would enhance or help to maintain the economic viability of family farms; 

 
2. The project would be unlikely to take place in New York State without the requested 

assistance; 
 
3. The project is reasonably likely to accomplish its stated objectives and that the likely 

benefits of the project exceed costs; 
 
4. There are no families or individuals to be displaced from the project area; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to make a grant for a total amount not to exceed 
One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) to JetBlue Airways Corporation from the Empire State 
Economic Development Fund and to ratify the related Marketing Incentive Agreement, for the 
purposes, and substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to 
this meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation 
or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval 
of the State Division of the Budget; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer  or his designee(s) be, subsequent to 
the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such actions and make 
such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem necessary or appropriate in 
the administration of the grant; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further 
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RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions. 
 

*  *  * 
 
 
13063. South Glens Falls (Saratoga County) – SCA Tissue North America MAP Capital – 

Empire State Economic Development Fund – General Development Financing 
(Capital Grant) – Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Sections 16-m and 10 
(g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; 
Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions 

 

 
RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the SCA Tissue North 
America MAP Capital – Empire State Economic Development Fund – General Development 
Financing (Capital Grant) Project (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby determines pursuant 
to Sections 16-m and 10 (g) of the New York State Urban Development Corporation Act of 1968, 
as amended (the “Act”), that  
 
1. The proposed project would promote the economic health of New York State by facilitating 

the creation or retention of jobs or would increase activity within a municipality or region of 
the state or would enhance or help to maintain the economic viability of family farms; 

 
2. The project would be unlikely to take place in New York State without the requested 

assistance; 
 
3. The project is reasonably likely to accomplish its stated objectives and that the likely 

benefits of the project exceed costs; 
 
4. There are no families or individuals to be displaced from the project area; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, the President and Chief Executive 
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Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to SCA Tissue North America, LLC a grant for a total amount not to exceed Four Hundred 
Eighty-Five Thousand Dollars ($485,000) from the Empire State Economic Development Fund, 
for the purposes, and substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials 
presented to this meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, subject to the availability of funds 
and the approval of the State Division of the Budget; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grant; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, and each of them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to 
execute and deliver any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her 
sole discretion consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions. 
 

*  *  * 
 
 
13064. South Glens Falls (Saratoga County) – SCA Tissue North America MAP Capital – 

Empire State Economic Development Fund – General Development Financing 
(Capital Grant) – Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment 

 

 
RESOLVED, that based on the material submitted to the Directors with respect to the SCA 
Tissue North America MAP Capital Project, the Corporation hereby determines that the 
proposed action will not have a significant effect on the environment.  
 

*  *  * 
 
 

13065. Cazenovia (Madison County) – Marquardt Switches MAP Capital – Empire State 
Economic Development Fund – General Development Financing (Capital Grant) – 
Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Sections 16-m and 10 (g) of the Act; 
Authorization to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to 
Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions 
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RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Marquardt Switches 
MAP Capital – Empire State Economic Development Fund – General Development Financing 
(Capital Grant) Project (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby determines pursuant to Sections 
16-m and 10 (g) of the New York State Urban Development Corporation Act of 1968, as 
amended (the “Act”), that  
 
1. The proposed project would promote the economic health of New York State by facilitating 

the creation or retention of jobs or would increase activity within a municipality or region of 
the state or would enhance or help to maintain the economic viability of family farms; 

 
2. The project would be unlikely to take place in New York State without the requested 

assistance; 
 
3. The project is reasonably likely to accomplish its stated objectives and that the likely 

benefits of the project exceed costs; 
 
4. There are no families or individuals to be displaced from the project area; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to Marquardt Switches, Inc. a grant for a total amount not to exceed Four Hundred 
Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($425,000) from the Empire State Economic Development Fund, 
for the purposes, and substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials 
presented to this meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, subject to the availability of funds 
and the approval of the State Division of the Budget; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grant; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
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necessary approvals; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions. 
 

*  *  * 
 
 
13066. Syracuse (Onondaga County) – Hartford Fire Insurance Company Central New 

York Capital – Empire State Economic Development Fund – General 
Development Financing (Capital Grant) – Findings and Determinations Pursuant 
to Sections 16-m and 10 (g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed 
General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions 

 

 
RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Hartford Fire Insurance 
Company Central New York Capital - Empire State Economic Development Fund – General 
Development Financing (Capital Grant) Project (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby 
determines pursuant to Sections 16-m and 10 (g) of the New York State Urban Development 
Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that  
 
1. The proposed project would promote the economic health of New York State by facilitating 

the creation or retention of jobs or would increase activity within a municipality or region of 
the state or would enhance or help to maintain the economic viability of family farms; 

 
2. The project would be unlikely to take place in New York State without the requested 

assistance; 
 
3. The project is reasonably likely to accomplish its stated objectives and that the likely 

benefits of the project exceed costs; 
 
4. There are no families or individuals to be displaced from the project area; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation  or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
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received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to Hartford Fire Insurance Company a grant for a total amount not to exceed Three 
Hundred Sixty-Six Thousand Dollars ($366,000) from the Empire State Economic Development 
Fund, for the purposes, and substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials 
presented to this meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, subject to the availability of funds 
and the approval of the State Division of the Budget; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grant; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions. 
 

*  *  * 
 
 
 Mr. Lee then presented the May Discretionary Projects Consent Calendar for the 

Directors consideration.  Following this presentation, Mr. Adams called for questions or 

comments.  Hearing none, and upon motion duly made and seconded, the following resolution 

was unanimously adopted: 

 
13067. Empire State Economic Development Fund – Findings and Determinations 

Pursuant to Sections 16-m and 10(g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the 
Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take 
Related Actions; Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment 

 

 
RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Empire State Economic 
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Development Fund Projects identified below (the “Projects”), the Corporation hereby 
determines pursuant to Section 16-m of the New York State Urban Development Corporation 
Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that 
 
1. The Projects would promote the economic health of New York State by facilitating the 

creation or retention of jobs or would increase activity within a municipality or region of 
the State or would enhance or help to maintain the economic viability of family farms. 

 
2. The Projects would be unlikely to take place in New York State without the requested 

assistance. 
 
3. The Projects are reasonably likely to accomplish its stated objectives and the likely 

benefits of the project exceed costs. 
 
4. There are no families or individuals to be displaced from the project area(s); and be it 

further 
 
RESOLVED, that with respect to the General Development Financing Capital Projects, the 
Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 16(2) of the Act, the 
proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Projects submitted to this meeting, together 
with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his 
designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with such changes, are 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s), that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearings held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearings, and that upon such written findings being made, the President and Chief 
Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, 
authorized to make a grant to the party and for the amount listed below from the Empire State 
Economic Development Fund, for the purposes, and substantially on the terms and conditions, 
set forth in the materials presented to this meeting, with such changes as the President and 
Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, subject to 
the availability of funds and the approval of the State Division of the Budget; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grants, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take 
such actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grants as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grants; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals;  
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Empire State Economic Development Fund  
 

                  Project Name Proj #                Grantee Assistance up 
to 

 General Development Financing 
Projects 

   

A. Red Jacket Orchards Capital W607 Red Jacket Orchards, Inc. $75,000 

B. Hinspergers Poly Capital W166 Hinspergers Poly Industries Inc. $60,000 

   TOTAL $135,000 

 
and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, and each of them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to 
execute and deliver any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her 
sole discretion consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions. 
 

*   *   * 
 
13068. Town of Geneva (Ontario County) – Red Jacket Orchards Capital – Empire State 

Economic Development Fund – General Development Financing (Capital Grant) – 
Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment 

 

 
RESOLVED, that based on the material submitted to the Directors with respect to the Red 
Jackets Orchards Capital – Empire State Economic Development Fund – General Development 
Financing (Capital Grant) Project, the Corporation hereby determines that the proposed action 
will not have a significant effect on the environment.  
 

*  *  * 
 
 
 
13069. Town of Medina (Orleans County)  – Hinspergers Poly Capital – Empire State 

Economic Development Fund – General Development Financing (Capital Grant) – 
Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment 

 

 
RESOLVED, that based on the material submitted to the Directors with respect to the 
Hinspergers Poly Capital – Empire State Economic Development Fund – General Development 
Financing (Capital Grant) Project, the Corporation hereby determines that the proposed action 
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will not have a significant effect on the environment.  
 

*  *  * 
 
 
 Ms. Lippowitsch then presented the May Non-Discretionary Consent Calendar for 

approval.  Ms. Lippowitsch briefly outlined the content of the consent calendar noting, in part, 

that the calendar includes five grants totaling $28,589,957 which were authorized or re-

appropriated in the 2011 – 2012 New York State budget. 

   

 Following this presentation, Mr. Adams called for questions or comments.   

Director Ciminelli inquired with regard to the Rochester Mid-town Redevelopment project. 

Ms. Bahr-Andreucci, who participated in the meeting via telephone, answered  

Director Ciminelli’s question. 

 

 Specifically, Director Ciminelli asked if Paychex had signed a lease or made a legal 

commitment yet. 

 

 Ms. Bahr-Andreucci stated that they have signed a land sale agreement rather than a 

lease because they plan to own the land and the skeleton of the former Seneca office building.  

Ms. Bahr-Andreucci added that Paychex is doing a substantial adaptive reuse of one of the 

former buildings on the site. 

 

 There being no further questions or comments, and upon motion duly made and 

seconded, the following resolution was unanimously adopted (It was noted for the record that 
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Director Ciminelli recused himself with regard to the Richardson Center portion of the following 

resolution.): 

 
13070. Upstate City-by-City Project - Land Use Improvement Project Findings and 

Determinations Pursuant to Sections 10 (c) and 10 (g) of the Act; Authorization 
to Adopt the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and 
to Take Related Actions 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Upstate City-by-City 
Project (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby determines pursuant to Section 10 (g) of the 
New York State Urban Development Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that 
there are no families or individuals to be displaced from the project area(s); and be it further 
 
Land Use Improvement Project 
 
1)  That the area in which the project is to be located is a substandard or insanitary area, or 

is in danger of becoming a substandard or insanitary area and tends to impair or arrest 
the sound growth and development of the municipality; 

 
2) That the project consists of a plan or undertaking for the clearance, replanning, 

reconstruction, and rehabilitation of such area and for recreational and other facilities 
incidental or appurtenant thereto; 

 
3) That the plan or undertaking affords maximum opportunity for participation by private 

enterprise, consistent with the sound needs of the municipality as a whole; 
 
4) That the proposed facilities or project is consistent with any existing local or regional 

comprehensive plan;  
 
and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of          
Section 16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project 
submitted to this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief 
Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which 
Plan, together with such changes, are hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; 
and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
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received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make a grant to the party and for the amount listed below from the Upstate City-by-City 
Project, for the purposes, and substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the 
materials presented to this meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, subject to the availability 
of funds and the approval of the State Division of the Budget; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grant; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further 
 
Upstate City-by-City Project – Executive - Project Summary Table 
 

 
Project Name Proj # Grantee Assistance up 

to 

A 
City of Rochester – Midtown 
Redevelopment Infrastructure 
Capital – Upstate City-by-City 

X373 City of Rochester $11,000,000 

     

   TOTAL $11,000,000 

 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, and each of them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to 
execute and deliver any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her 
sole discretion consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions. 
 

*  *  * 
 
 
13071. SUNY Sub-allocation - Findings and Determinations Pursuant to Section 10 (g) of 

the Act; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related Actions  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the SUNY Sub-allocation 
Project (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby determines pursuant to Section 10 (g) of the   
New York State Urban Development Corporation Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that 
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there are no families or individuals to be displaced from the project area(s); and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to make a grant to the party and for the amount 
listed below from the SUNY Sub-Allocation, for the purposes, and substantially on the terms 
and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to this meeting, with such changes as the 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem 
appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval of the State Division of the 
Budget; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grant; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further 
 
SUNY Sub-allocation Project – Executive - Project Summary Table 
 

 
Project Name Proj # Grantee Assistance up 

to 

B 
Richardson Center Capital – 
South Lawn and Parking 

X361 Richardson Center Corporation $4,939,957 

     

   TOTAL $4,939,957 

 
RESOLVED, that the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, and each of them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to 
execute and deliver any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her 
sole discretion consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions. 
 

*  *  * 
 
 
13072. Community Capital Assistance Program – Authorization to Adopt the Proposed 

General Project Plans; Authorization to Make Grants and to Take Related Actions 
 

 
RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Community Capital 
Assistance Program Projects (the “Projects”), in accordance with Chapter 84 of the Laws of 
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2002 for the Community Capital Assistance Program, the Corporation hereby determines 
pursuant to Section 10 (g) of the New York State Urban Development Corporation Act of 1968, 
as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or individuals to be displaced from the 
project area; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of          
Section 16(2) of the Act, the General Project Plans (the “Plans”) for the Projects submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plans, together with 
such changes, are hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that upon written findings of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearings held on the Plans, such Plans shall be effective at the conclusion 
of such hearings, and that upon such written findings being made, the President and Chief 
Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, 
authorized to make grants to the parties and for the amounts listed below from the Community 
Capital Assistance Program, for the purposes, and substantially on the terms and conditions, set 
forth in the materials presented to this meeting, with such changes as the President and Chief 
Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, subject to the 
availability of funds and the approval of the State Division of the Budget; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grants, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take 
such actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grants as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grants; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further 
 
Community Capital Assistance Program – Senate - Project Summary Table 
 

 
Project Name Proj # Grantee Assistance up 

to 

C 
Barry and Florence Friedberg 
Jewish Community Center – 
Sunrise Day Camp 

V238 Barry and Florence Friedberg 
Jewish Community Center 

$100,000 

D 
Otter Lake Fire Company – 
Planning and Design 

V650 Otter Lake Fire Company, Inc. $50,000 

     

   TOTAL $150,000 
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RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, and each of them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to 
execute and deliver any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her 
sole discretion consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions. 
 

*  *  * 
 
 
13073. Community Enhancement Facilities Assistance Program – Authorization to Adopt 

the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take 
Related Actions; Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment 

 

 
RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation, relating to the Community 
Enhancement Facilities Assistance Program Project (the “Project”), as directed by the Governor 
and/or the Temporary President and Majority Leader of the Senate, in accordance with Chapter 
432 of the Laws of 1997, and Chapter 55 of the Laws of 2002, the Corporation hereby 
determines pursuant to Section 10 (g) of the New York State Urban Development Corporation 
Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or individuals to be displaced 
from the project area; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of          
Section 16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project 
submitted to this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief 
Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which 
Plan, together with such changes, are hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; 
and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make a grant to the party and for the amount listed below from the Community Enhancement 
Facilities Assistance Program, for the purposes, and substantially on the terms and conditions, 
set forth in the materials presented to this meeting, with such changes as the President and 
Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, subject to 
the availability of funds and the approval of the State Division of the Budget; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, subsequent to the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such 
actions and make such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the grant; and be it further  
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RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further 
 
Community Enhancement Facilities Assistance Program – Senate - Project Summary Table 
 

 
Project Name Proj # Grantee Assistance up 

to 

E 
Hofstra University – School of 
Medicine Capital 

W205 Hofstra University $12,500,000 

     

   TOTAL $12,500,000 

 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) 
be, and each of them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to 
execute and deliver any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her 
sole discretion consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions. 
 

*  *  * 
 

 
 Acting Chairman Adams then reported on the People’s First Tour which Governor 

Cuomo launched about two weeks ago at Onondaga Community College, near Syracuse. 

 

 Mr. Adams explained that the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor and many of the 

State’s Commissioners, himself included, are crisscrossing the State to advance the Governor’s 

core legislative priorities.  Mr. Adams noted that the Governor has asked Irene Baker, ESD’s 

Executive Vice President, Director of Regional Councils, to coordinate this tour. 

 

 Mr. Adams then provided a Power Point presentation framing his portion of the tour 

which covers economic development.  Mr. Adams explained that his presentation covers the 

economic development issues for the agencies, progress to date, notably the State budget’s 
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adoption by the end of March and what this means for ESD and its programs and then the 

Governor’s legislative priorities. 

 

 Mr. Adams noted that his presentation is centered around Governor Cuomo’s economic 

development priorities as follows: reducing the State’s high business costs; focusing on small 

business and small business assistance; a strong and new commitment to MWBE’s; leveraging 

educational institutions and promoting workforce training.  

 

 Mr. Adams further stated that he also stresses the importance of fiscal discipline that 

the budget, in a broad sense, achieved this year. 

 

 Mr. Adams went on to explain the Governor’s legislative priorities as being marriage 

equality, ethics reform and the property tax cap.  Mr. Adams elaborated at length on each of 

these subjects. 

 

 Mr. Adams added that it is important to bear in mind that the tour is not merely meant 

to raise awareness of these issues.  Ratner is an advocacy tour where the members of the 

audience are being asked to pick up their phones and call their members of the Senate and 

Assembly and say now is the time to pass gay marriage, ethics reform and the property tax cap. 
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 In closing, Mr. Adams noted that he believed it is important to share this with the 

Directors so they are aware of the messages that are being advanced on behalf of the agency, 

and on behalf of the Governor. 

 

 Mr. Adams then asked Susan Shaffer, Vice President, Loans and Grants to provide a 

report on ESD’s economic development funding process.  Ms. Shaffer provided a hand-out and 

elaborated upon the steps taken by the various staff members regarding loans and grants 

before they are provided to the Directors to consider for approval. 

 

 Following Ms. Shaffer’s comprehensive report on the day-to-day activities undertaken 

by ESD staff in preparing these projects, Ms. Miller expressed her appreciation to Ms. Shaffer 

for the report and further to Ms. Shaffer and Ms. Walton for their time on other occasions 

answering questions. 

 

 Ms. Miller then stated her belief that the materials do not contain enough information 

on, for example, business tax or corporate tax issues, for the Directors to always make a fully 

informed decision. 

 

 Acting Chairman Adams then suggested that a meeting be scheduled between ESD staff 

and any interested Directors to discuss the specifics of Ms. Miller’s concerns and ascertain 

which ones may be addressed in the Directors’ materials. 
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 Mr. Mehiel then suggested that the Directors be provided with information with regard 

to potential projects from their inception through when they are presented at the Directors’ 

meetings. 

 

 The Acting Chair stated that Mr. Mehiel’s suggestion is one that the two of them had 

talked about at an earlier date and is currently being considered and analyzed. 

 

 Director Dyson asked if there is a log noting which Senators and Assemblymen are 

actively promoting ESD to their local businesses.  He further asked if the Senators and 

Assemblymen are aware of ESD as a significant economic tool. 

 

 Mr. Adams stated that ESD has this information and that there is a very active subset 

that ESD works very closely with on a variety of items.  He thanked Director Dyson for his point 

and noted that these Senators and Assemblymen do recognize ESD as an important tool. 

 

 Director Miller, following up on Director Dyson’s comments, asked if it would be 

appropriate if part of the monthly meetings included some type of legislative update, showing, 

for example, what legislation the agency is engaged with and what kind of reception such 

legislation is receiving. 

 

 Ms. Scarlett stated that such a report will be considered.  She further stated that a 

report of this nature would need to be coordinated with the Governor’s office.  
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 The Acting Chair then noted that Ms. Eve had just reminded him of the regional council 

initiative across the State which is set to be rolled out next month.  These ten regional councils, 

he continued will have a very important kind of outreach component where local elected 

officials, including members of the Legislature, will be involved in setting priorities for those 

regions. 

 

 Director Dyson then stressed the important of the ethics reform measure to the people 

in general and the business of the State. 

  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 

      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      
      Eileen McEvoy    

Corporate Secretary 


