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Block 1998 Lot 6 SITE CONDITION: FAIR

LOCATION, USE, ZONING, AND 
OWNERSHIP

Lot 6, acquired by the Trustees of  Columbia 
University on August 14, 2003, is located at 
653 West 131st Street between Twelfth Avenue 
and Broadway in an M2-3 zoning district. The 
vacant one-story brick industrial building is 
4,996 gsf, and is internally connected to the 
building on Lot 10 (see Photograph A). It was 
constructed circa 1930. No renovations have 
been recorded; however it is currently under-
going renovations for a new tenant. 

PHYSICAL AND STRUCTURAL 
CONCERNS

Due to local structural distress and some 
substandard interior conditions, this site was 
evaluated by Thornton Tomasetti, Inc. to be in 
fair condition overall. 

Water infi ltration is causing deterioration to the timber roof  joists and brick masonry walls. Although 
most of  the roof  framing is concealed by ceiling fi nishes, visible roof  joists have water stains and 
discoloration (see Photographs B and C). The brick masonry walls have several cracks and signs of  ef-
fl orescence (see Photographs D and E). Further signs of  water damage include: corroded steel girders 
and water stains on the ceiling and walls (see Photographs F and G). Conditions on the roof, including 
local damage on the fl ashing on the east side of  the building (see Photograph H) and possible pond-
ing, have likely caused water-related damage to the building. 

Other concerns include: wide cracks and spalling on the concrete slab-on-grade (see Photograph I) and a 
few cracks and spalling observed in the sidewalk, which is in fair condition overall (see Photograph J).

BUILDING CODE VIOLATIONS

There are no open building code violations associated with Lot 6. 

UNDERUTILIZATION

As indicated above, Lot 6 is located in an M2-3 zoning district. Although current zoning permits 9,992 
zsf  to be built on the 4,996 sf  lot, the lot hosts a 4,996 gsf  building, utilizing 50 percent of  the lot’s 
development potential. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

The Phase I ESA identifi ed environmental issues related to the lot’s former use as an auto repair facil-
ity with a historic gasoline UST. However, no evidence of  tanks was noted during site inspection or in 
documentary research. Groundwater samples collected for the Phase II investigation had concentrations 
of  SVOCs and total and dissolved metals that exceeded groundwater standards. Exceedances were likely 
related to urban fi ll.
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Photograph 1998-6-A
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Photograph 1998-6-C
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Photograph 1998-6-E
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Photograph 1998-6-G
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Photograph 1998-6-I
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