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Block 1997 Lot 52 SITE CONDITION: POOR

LOCATION, USE, ZONING, AND 
OWNERSHIP

Lot 52, which was acquired by the Trustees of  
Columbia University on March 28, 2006, is lo-
cated at 630 West 131st Street, between Twelfth 
Avenue and Broadway, in an M1-2 zoning dis-
trict. The eastern portion of  the lot contains a 
vacant, one-story, 5,196-gsf  brick building; and 
the western portion of  the lot contains a gated 
open area (see Photograph A). The structure 
was built in 1948; no renovations have been 
recorded.

PHYSICAL AND STRUCTURAL 
CONCERNS

Due to structural distress and some substan-
dard exterior and  interior building conditions, 
and hazardous site conditions, this site was 
evaluated by Thornton Tomasetti, Inc. to be in 
poor condition overall. 

Long-term water infi ltration has caused widespread deterioration of  the timber joists (see Photograph 
B) as well as corrosion and peeling paint on the steel girders (see Photograph C). Water damage was 
observed on the ceiling in the main portion of  the building and on the suspended ceiling in the offi ce 
(see Photographs D and E, respectively). The roofi ng, composed of  black asphalt-type membrane, is 
in poor condition, with signs of  deterioration. As shown in Photograph F, ponding was observed on 
the roof, which is likely contributing to the water infi ltration-related damage to the timber roof  fram-
ing below. In addition, there is local damage on the coping stones (see Photograph G).

Although the exterior brick masonry walls are in fair condition overall, there are several cracks in the 
north wall (see Photographs H and I). The stepped crack on the exterior and interior faces of  this 
masonry wall was likely caused by restrained movement of  the wall after former window openings 
were fi lled in with bricks. Cracks and spalling were also observed next to the door on West 131st 
Street. Also, the west exterior wall adjacent to the rolling shutter door has several cracks, which were 
likely caused by vehicle impact (see Photograph J). 

Cracks and spalling were observed on the concrete slabs in the building and open area (see Photo-
graphs K and L). The sidewalks and curb cuts are in poor condition, with several wide cracks and 
spalling, as shown in Photograph M.

BUILDING CODE VIOLATIONS

There are no open building code violations associated with Lot 52.
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UNDERUTILIZATION

Lot 52 is located in an M1-2 zoning district with an FAR of  2.0. Under current zoning, the 7,494-sf  
lot can accommodate up to 14,988 zsf  of  built area. The parcel currently hosts a 5,196-gsf  building, 
utilizing only 35 percent of  the lot’s development potential. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

The Phase I ESA identifi ed the following environmental issues: past use for auto service, former fuel 
oil storage tank, and potential former gasoline storage tanks. A soil sample collected as part of  the 
Phase II investigation had concentrations that were less than the state regulatory guidance values. 
Sampling of  groundwater for the Phase II investigation found concentrations of  VOCs, SVOCs, and 
total and dissolved metals that exceeded groundwater standards. These exceedances were likely related 
to urban fi ll, and upgradient petroleum use and/or the former manufactured gas plant site.
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Photograph 1997-52-A

Photograph 1997-52-B
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Photograph 1997-52-C

Photograph 1997-52-D
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Photograph 1997-52-E

Photograph 1997-52-F
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Photograph 1997-52-G

Photograph 1997-52-H
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Photograph 1997-52-I

Photograph 1997-52-J
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Photograph 1997-52-K

Photograph 1997-52-L
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Photograph 1997-52-M
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