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Block 1997 Lot 44 SITE CONDITION: FAIR

LOCATION, USE, ZONING, AND 
OWNERSHIP

Lot 44 is located at 614 West 131st Street be-
tween Twelfth Avenue and Broadway in an 
M1-2 zoning district. The lot hosts a fi ve-story 
brick warehouse building that is 35,595 gsf  
(see Photograph A). Tuck-It-Away, Inc., a self-
storage facility, acquired the lot circa Novem-
ber 1982. DOB records list the estimated build 
year as 1930; however its presence on a historic 
Sanborn map from 1909 indicates that it was 
likely constructed prior to 1909.  No renova-
tions have been recorded. 

PHYSICAL AND STRUCTURAL 
CONCERNS

The exterior of  the site was evaluated by 
Thornton Tomasetti, Inc. to be in fair condi-
tion overall due to some substandard exterior 
and site conditions, and health safety concerns 

observed. The building’s interior was not accessible for observation. 

On the south exterior wall, stucco is spalling off  the façade in some locations, some of  the windows 
contain broken glass panes or have been boarded-up (see Photograph B), and the window frames are 
in poor condition (see Photograph C). There are some stains and minor cracks to the building’s north 
and west exterior masonry walls (see Photographs D and E, respectively). Also, there are cracks in the 
stucco on the east façade (see Photograph F). On the north façade, the roll-up doors, windows, and 
balconies at the fi re escape are generally in good condition, although some damage to the masonry 
adjacent to the building’s main entrance (see Photograph G) and exterior stairs was observed (see 
Photograph H).

The sidewalk on West 131st Street is in fair condition, with a few local cracks observed around a street 
sign pole and other penetrations through the sidewalk (see Photograph I). The curbs cuts are in good 
condition. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY CONCERNS

Lot 44 includes an approximately 4’-0” gap, which is full of  debris, between the south exterior wall and 
the edge of  the backyard on Block 1997 Lot 21. It presents an unsafe condition for those in the yard 
of  building to the south as there is no barrier between the yard and the gap (see Photograph J). 

As stated below, the property has 11 open building code violations related to the building’s elevator, a 
potentially hazardous condition for the business’ employees or customers. The spalling stucco on the 
south exterior wall is a hazardous condition that Thornton Tomasetti, Inc. recommend be addressed 
in the near future.
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BUILDING CODE VIOLATIONS

Lot 44 has 17 open building code violations issued between 1977 and 2005. Eleven of  the violations, 
issued by DOB or ECB between 1990 and 2005, are for elevator issues including elevator safety test, 
work without a permit, and failure to maintain an elevator. The remaining six violations were issued by 
DOB, four between 1977 and 1986, and two at unknown dates. No additional information is provided 
for the violations in the DOB Building Information System. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

A PESA identifi ed the following environmental issues: former use as a garage, former gasoline USTs, 
and possible fuel oil storage. No evidence of  current storage tanks was noted in the preliminary 
inspection. No Phase I ESA or Phase II investigation has been performed for this lot. 
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Photograph 1997-44-A

Photograph 1997-44-B
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Photograph 1997-44-C

Photograph 1997-44-D
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Photograph 1997-44-E

Photograph 1997-44-F
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Photograph 1997-44-I

Photograph 1997-44-J
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