
 

  

 
 

PLEASE NOTE - We welcome public comment on the items on the following agenda.  To ensure 
maximum opportunity for participation, speakers representing themselves may speak for up to 2 
minutes each, and those representing groups may speak for up to 4 minutes (1 speaker per 
group).  Speakers’ comments may address only items considered at today’s meeting.   Materials 
relating to matters that are scheduled for discussion in open session will be available at the 
meeting and/or will be posted on ESD’s website prior to the meeting in accordance with the Public 
Officers Law 
 

 
UPSTATE EMPIRE STATE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

 
at the offices of 

Empire State Development – Buffalo Regional office 
95 Perry Street – Suite 500 
Buffalo, New York 14203 

 
Meeting of the Directors 

 
Tuesday 

 
August 27, 2013 – 9:30 a.m. 

 
PROPOSED AGENDA 

 
FOR CONSIDERATION 

        
1. Approval of the Minutes of the June 27, 2013 Directors’ Meeting 
 
  UPSTATE REGIONAL BLUEPRINT FUND 

 
FINGER LAKES REGION 

 
2. Alabama (Finger Lakes Region – Genesee County) – GCEDC-GGLDC – Western New York 

Science, Technology and Advanced Manufacturing Park URB Capital – Upstate Regional 
Blueprint Fund – Infrastructure Investment (Capital Loan) - Findings and Determinations 
Pursuant to Sections 16-q and 10 (g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt the Proposed 
General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Loan and to Take Related Actions 
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UPSTATE EMPIRE STATE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Meeting of the Directors 
Held at the New York City Regional Office 
633 Third Avenue 
New York, New York 10017 
 
 and 
 
Buffalo Regional Office 
95 Perry Street 
Buffalo, New York 14203 
 
  
 
June 27, 2013 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

In Attendance    Kenneth Adams (Acting Chair) 
 Directors:     Sam Hoyt 
           
 
Present for Upstate Stephen Gawlik, Deputy General Counsel 
ESD:     Lawrence A. Jacobs, General Counsel 
 Eileen McEvoy, Secretary     
     Frances Walton, Chief Financial and Administrative Officer  
  
 
 
 
Present for ESD:   Maria Cassidy, Deputy General Counsel 
 Susan Shaffer, Vice President – Loans and Grants 
          
 
Also Present:    Arnold Will, Economic Development Program  

 Administrator - Capital Regional Office 
 

The Press 
The Public 
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The meeting of the Upstate Empire State Development Corporation, a wholly-owned 

subsidiary of the New York State Urban Development Corporation d/b/a Empire State 

Development (“ESD”), was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Acing Chair Adams. It was noted for 

the record that notices to the public and news media of the time and place of the meeting had 

been given in compliance with the New York State Open Meetings Law. 

 

 First, Acting Chair Adams noted that the public is free to comment on any matters on 

the Agenda. 

 

 The Acting Chair then called for a motion to approve the Minutes of the May 16, 2013 

Directors’ meeting.  Upon motion duly made and seconded, the following resolution was 

unanimously adopted: 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND RATIFICATION OF ACTIONS TAKEN AT THE MAY 16, 2013 
MEETING OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE CORPORATION FOR UPSTATE EMPIRE STATE 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Minutes of the meeting of the Corporation held on May 16, 2013, as 
presented to this meeting, are hereby approved and all actions taken by the Directors present 
at such meeting, as set forth in such Minutes, are hereby in all respects ratified and approved as 
actions of the Corporation. 
 

*  *  * 
  

 The Acting Chair then asked Mr. Will to present the GlaxoSmithKline Capital Upstate 

Regional Blueprint Fund grant item for the Directors’ consideration. 
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  Mr. Will provided the relevant background information with regard to this request 

noting that the Directors were being asked to authorize the Corporation to make a $900,000 

Upstate Regional Blueprint grant to GlaxoSmithKline (“GSK”). 

 

 Mr. Will noted that the grant supports a $56.7 million investment by the Company to 

convert a pharmaceutical manufacturing facility into an oral care products manufacturing 

facility that will retain 190 jobs. 

 

 Mr. Will explained that the Company had announced that it would close the facility in 

2012 due to excessive underutilized manufacturing capacity and that the operation would be 

moved to a Canadian facility, eliminating 260 jobs in Greene County. 

 

 Mr. Will further noted that after meeting with the State and Local Economic 

Development officials, an analysis was done by GSK of the Company and its assets revealed that 

a $56 million investment and upgrades to the Oak Hill facility would offer an attractive 

alternative to a more costly investment elsewhere. 

 

  Following the full presentation, the Acting Chair called for questions or comments.  

Hearing none, and upon motion duly made and seconded, the following resolution was 

unanimously adopted: 

 
Oak Hill (Capital Region – Greene County) – GlaxoSmithKline URB Capital – Upstate 
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Regional Blueprint Fund – Business Investment (Capital Grant) – Findings and 
Determinations Pursuant to Sections 16-q and 10 (g) of the Act; Authorization to Adopt 
the Proposed General Project Plan; Authorization to Make a Grant and to Take Related 
Actions 

 
 
RESOLVED, that on the basis of the materials presented to this meeting, a copy of which is 
hereby ordered filed with the records of the Upstate Empire State Development Corporation 
(the “Corporation”), relating to the GlaxoSmithKline URB Capital - Upstate Regional Blueprint 
Fund – Business Investment (Capital Grant) Project (the “Project”), the Corporation hereby 
determines pursuant to Section 10 (g) of the New York State Urban Development Corporation 
Act of 1968, as amended (the “Act”), that there are no families or individuals to be displaced 
from the project area; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED, that the Corporation does hereby adopt, subject to the requirements of Section 
16(2) of the Act, the proposed General Project Plan (the “Plan”) for the Project submitted to 
this meeting, together with such changes therein as the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation or his designee(s) may deem appropriate, a copy of which Plan, together with 
such changes, is hereby ordered filed with the records of the Corporation; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that upon written finding of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Corporation or his designee(s) that no substantive negative testimony or comment has been 
received at the public hearing held on the Plan, such Plan shall be effective at the conclusion of 
such hearing, and that upon such written finding being made, President and Chief Executive 
Officer  of the Corporation or his designee(s) be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to 
make to GlaxoSmithKline LLC a grant for a total amount not to exceed Nine Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($900,000) from the Upstate Regional Blueprint Fund, for the purposes, and 
substantially on the terms and conditions, set forth in the materials presented to this meeting, 
with such changes as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation or his 
designee(s) may deem  appropriate, subject to the availability of funds and the approval of the 
State Division of the Budget; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, subsequent to 
the making of the grant, and each of them hereby is, authorized to take such actions and make 
such modifications to the terms of the grant as he or she may deem necessary or appropriate in 
the administration of the grant; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the provision of ESD financial assistance is expressly contingent upon: (1) the 
approval of the Public Authorities Control Board, if applicable, and (2) receipt of all other 
necessary approvals; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President and Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) be, and each of 
them hereby is, authorized in the name and on behalf of the Corporation to execute and deliver 
any and all documents and to take all actions as he or she may in his or her sole discretion 
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consider to be necessary or proper to effectuate the foregoing resolutions. 
 

*  *  * 
  
        

Oak Hill (Capital Region – Greene County) – GlaxoSmithKline URB Capital – Upstate 
Regional Blueprint Fund – Determination of No Significant Effect on the Environment 

 
 
RESOLVED, that based on the material submitted to the Directors with respect to the 
GlaxoSmithKline URB Capital Project, the Corporation hereby determines that the proposed 
action will not have a significant effect on the environment.  
 

*  *  * 
 

 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:36 a.m. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 

 Eileen McEvoy 
 Corporate Secretary 
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