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General Project Plan

i Program Summary

Grantees:

ESD* Investment:

Project Locations:

Regional Council:

Eligible Costs:

Anticipated
Appropriation
Saurce:

ESD Project No.:

The entities listed in the attached spreadsheet (“GPP Applicant List”).
Entities consist of commercial farm operations legally formed as New
York State businesses.

Up to $1 million appropriated for New Farmers Grant Funds to be used to
provide grants between $15,000 and $50,000 for up to 50% of project
costs for beginning farmers who materially and substantially participate
in the production of an agricultural product within a region of the state.

* The New York State Urban Development Corporation doing business
as Empire State Development (“ESD” or the “Corporation”)

Locations within New York State regions are as follows: Capital District,
Central New York, Finger Lakes, Long Island, Mid-Hudson, Mohawk
Valley, North Country, Southern Tier and Western New York. The specific
locations of each entity are included in the attached GPP Applicant List.

The Regional Councils for the Capital District, Central New York, Finger
Lakes, Long Istand, Mid-Hudson, Mohawk Valley, North Country,
Southern Tier and Western New York Regions have been made aware of
the projects in their regions.

Eligible costs include the purchase of new or used machinery and
equipment, supplies, and/or construction or improvement of physical
structures used exclusively for agricuftural purposes. Eligible costs must
be incurred on or after March 1, 2016 a1  be directly related to achieving
the goals as set forth in the Program Guidelines. Specific project
descriptions are included in the attached GPP Applicant List.

Local Assistance

Specific Project Nos. are identified on the attached GPP Applicant List
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Project Team Project Management Bonnie Devine/Brendan Healey
Legal Lauren Axelrod
Contractor & Supplier Diversity Tawanda Mitchell
Environmental Soo Kang

il Program Description

A. Background

The New York State New Farmers Grant Fund Program is administered by ESD in consultation
with the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets. The program provides support to
beginning farmers who have chosen farming as a career, resulting in the growth of agribusiness
within New York State and the concomitant tax revenues for New York State. The FY 2015-16
New York State budget appropriated $1 million for the program.

Grant Funds will be used to provide grants between $15,000 and 550,000 for up to 50% of
eligible project costs. Eligible costs include the purchase of new or used machinery and
equipment, supplies, and/or construction or improvement of physical structures used
exclusively for agricultural purposes. Eligible costs must be incurred on or after March 1, 2016
and be directly related to achieving the goals set forth in the Program Guidelines.

In October 2015, ESD’s Directors approved the 2015 guidelines for the Fund (“Program
Guidelines”). In addition, the ESD Directors delegated to the President and Chief Executive
Officer of the Corporation or his designee(s) the authority to 1) accept applications for grants;
2) approve grants; 3) make any necessary findings or take any necessary action that the
Corporation may be required to take under the New York State Urban Development
Corporation Act and other applicable law and regulations to effectuate the Program; 4) approve
project plans for the Program; 5) hold any public hearings that may be necessary pursuant to
applicable law; 6) act on behalf of the Corporation to affirm, modify or withdraw any
contemplated grant assistance as a resuit of testimony given at any such hearing, if necessary;
and 7) dishurse grant funds.

B. Grant Description

The Fund is made available from a state appropriation of $1 million to ESD for Local Assistance.
Eligible applicants may receive grants between $15,000 and $50,000 for up to 50% of eligible
project costs that improve farm profitability. Eligible applicants are farm operations of 150
acres or less located wholly within New York State which produce an agricultural product as
defined by Program Guidelines; the farm operation must have a minimum of $10,000 in sales
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from products grown or derived from the applicant’s farm operation as reflected in either 2014
or 2015 personal or business tax returns; all owners must be New York State residents of at
least 18 years of age; as of April 1, 2015, all owners must be in the first ten years of having an
ownership interest in any farm operation; and afl owners must materially and substantially
participate in the day-to-day production of an agricultural product grown or raised on the farm.

In October 2015, Governor Cuomo announced the availability of the Fund application. The
postmark deadline for mailing applications was January 22, 2016. ESD received, reviewed, and
scored a total of 58 applications. The attached GPP Applicant List contains a list of applicants
that ESD has deemed eligible and found most likely to have the greatest impact on commercial
farming operations in New York.

All grants must be presented for comment at a public hearing and must obtain Public Authority
Control Board approval. The final amount and payment of a grant is conditioned upon
compliance with the Program Guidelines, including but not limited to, completion of the
proposed projects and submittal of documentation acceptable to ESD verifying the cost and
payment of the total project cost. Grants may be reduced and/or recaptured to the extent a
grantee does not comply with the Program Guidelines.

c GPP Applicant List

The entities identified on the attached list are being recommended for grant funding subject to
compliance with program requirements, completion of projects, and final audit of total project
costs by ESD. Individual grant amounts may be reduced if the total project costs are less than
proposed. Under no circumstance shall a grant exceed 50% of the total project costs.

Upon final ESD audit of each entity on the attached list, assuming that all project approvals
have been completed and funds are available, | hereby authorize ESD to make a grant in an

amount between $15,000 and $50,000 to each entity on the attached GPP Applicant List.

il. - Statutory Basis — New York State New Farmers Grant Fund

The FY 2015-16 New York State budget appropriated 51 million for the program. No residential
relocation is required as there are no families or individuals being displaced by the project.

HBward Zems /
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President and Chief Executive Officer
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