
 

 

 

 

AGENDA 
 

MEETING OF THE START-UP NY APPROVAL BOARD 
 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2015, 12:00 P.M. 
 

STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 131 
ALBANY, NEW YORK 

 
I. Welcome and Introductions 

II. Ratification of Minutes from START-UP NY Approval Board Meeting of 12/05/14  

III. Consideration of Iona College Plan Amendment 

IV. Consideration of SUNY Maritime College Plan 

V. Consideration of Niagara University Plan 

VI. Consideration of Villa Maria College Plan 

VII. Other issues 



 
 

SUMMARY OF START-UP NY DESIGNATED LAND & SPACE 

Pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 432(2), private colleges and universities in New York State may 

designate up to 3 million ft2 of vacant land or space.  Of this 3 million ft2, 600,000 ft2 is available 

for designation by certain colleges and universities in Nassau, Suffolk, and Westchester counties 

and the five boroughs of NYC.  Each county is allocated 75,000 ft2 of vacant land or space. 

In any county where the allocated 75,000 ft2 is designated as a Tax-Free NY Area, an additional 

75,000 ft2 shall be eligible for designation by the START-UP NY Approval Board as a Tax-Free NY 

Area. 

DESIGNATED LAND & SPACE: DOWNSTATE 

To date, 83,685 ft2 has been designated against the 600,000 ft2 limit for private universities and 

colleges downstate.  The following indicates the land or space designated to date against the 

75,000 ft2 available to each of the following counties: 

Bronx County: No space designated 

Kings County: 12,500 ft2 

New York County: 23,241 ft2 

Queens County: No space designated 

Richmond County: No space designated 

Nassau County: 6,721 ft2 

Suffolk County: No space designated 

Westchester County: 41,223 ft2 

DESIGNATED LAND & SPACE: UPSTATE 

To date, 324,984 ft2 has been designated against the 2.4 million ft2 limit for private universities 

located upstate. 



 
DRAFT – SUBJECT TO REVIEW AND REVISION1 
 
  START-UP NY Approval Board 
Meeting Minutes 
State Capitol, Room 131, Albany/633 Third Ave., 37th Fl., New York, NY 10017 
10:00 A.M., Friday, December 05, 2014 

 
 
The following Board members were present at the Albany meeting location: Andrew Kennedy 
(Chair), Governor’s Appointee, Governor’s Assistant Secretary for Economic Development; 
Edward M. Cupoli, Speaker of the Assembly’s Appointee, Professor Emeritus at the University at 
Albany and Trustee Emeritus at Cornell University.  The following Board member was present at 
the New York City location: Abraham M. Lackman, Temporary President of the Senate’s 
Appointee, Senior Officer for Civic Affairs at the Simons Foundation. 

 
 
The meeting was called by Chairman Kennedy at 10:09.  Chairman Kennedy announced that the 
Board was meeting in two locations, and that Mr. Lackman would be participating via 
videoconference.  Chairman Kennedy then noted that the Board would be considering the plan 
submitted by New York Medical College, and asked if there was a motion to adopt the minutes 
from the Board’s meeting of September 25, 2014.  Mr. Cupoli requested clarification as to the 
passage on page two of the minutes which read that he “approved of the clear organization of 
D’Youville College’s application.”  Chairman Kennedy indicated that he understood the passage.  
Ms. Jennifer Chung, Counsel to the Board, clarified that the video recording of the Board 
meeting constituted the official record and superseded any conflicting provisions in the 
adopted minutes.  Mr. Cupoli requested information on the life of the video recordings under 
the Open Meetings Law.  Ms. Chung indicated that she would look into the matter.  Thereafter, 
Chairman Kennedy inquired as to whether there was a motion to move to a vote on adoption of 
the minutes.  Mr. Lackman so moved, and Mr. Cupoli seconded the motion.  The Board 
proceeded to a vote, and approved the minutes for its September 25 meeting 3-0. 
 
At 10:13, the Board turned to consideration of New York Medical College’s plan to designate a 
Tax-Free NY Area.  Ms. Judi Tholl of Empire State Development provided a summary of New 
York Medical College’s plan.  Ms. Tholl noted that New York Medical College’s plan: 
 

1 The video recording of this meeting of the START-UP NY Approval Board constitutes the official record of the 
meeting.  To the extent of any conflict between these minutes and the video recording, the conflict should be 
resolved in favor of the video recording. 
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• Proposes for designation 11,800 square feet of vacant on-campus space at the 

BioInc@NYMC incubator in Valhalla, NY; 
• Identifies six business sectors from which New York Medical College intends to solicit 

business applications, including the design, development, introduction and 
manufacturing of bioinformatics, medical devices, vaccines, chemical compounds, 
biological products, and software. 

 
Ms. Tholl further noted that New York Medical College has received a very positive business 
reaction to its BioInc@NYMC incubator, and that six businesses have been identified as 
interested in submitting applications to participate in the START-UP NY program once the 
proposed space is designated as a Tax-Free NY Area. 
 
At 10:15, Chairman Kennedy asked if space would remain available for designation in 
Westchester County if the Board approved New York Medical College’s plan as proposed.  Ms. 
Tholl responded affirmatively.  Mr. Cupoli then indicated his support for the plan, and opined 
that New York Medical College’s participation in the program offered an opportunity to 
measure economic activity generated as a result of the program.  Hearing no questions or 
comments, Chairman Kennedy asked if there was a motion to move to a vote on New York 
Medical College’s plan.  Mr. Lackman so moved, and Mr. Cupoli seconded the motion.  By a 
vote of 3-0, the Board moved to a final vote on New York Medical College’s plan. 
 
The Secretary to the Board, Mr. Phillip Harmonick, proceeded to collect votes from the Board 
members by roll call.  By a vote of 3-0, the Board approved New York Medical College’s plan. 
 
At 10:17, Chairman Kennedy recognized Ms. Chung.  Ms. Chung stated that she was resigning 
from her position as Counsel to the Board as she was transitioning to employment outside of 
ESD.  The Board thanked Ms. Chung for her service.   
 
At 10:18, hearing no further remarks, Chairman Kennedy requested a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  Mr. Cupoli so moved, and Mr. Lackman seconded the motion.  By a vote of 3-0, the 
motion was approved and the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Phillip Harmonick 
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MEETING OF THE START-UP NY APPROVAL BOARD 

 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2015, 12:00 P.M. 

 
STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 131 

ALBANY, NEW YORK 
 

Resolution 017 
 

WHEREAS, Iona College has submitted an amendment to its existing Plan to designate vacant 
land and space as a Tax-Free NY Area pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 435 and the Commissioner of 
Economic Development, having determined that the Plan meets the statutory and regulatory 
requirements for approval, has forwarded the Plan to the Board. 
 
WHEREAS, the Board has determined that Iona College’s amended Plan, a copy of which is 
attached hereto, proposing to designate 50,000 ft2 of vacant space at an office building 
containing Iona College’s Pearl River Satellite Campus, located at 2 Blue Hill Plaza in Pearl River, 
complies with the eligibility criteria of 5 NYCRR § 220.5 and is eligible to be approved as a Tax-
Free NY Area. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board does hereby approve, pursuant to Econ. 
Dev. L. § 435(2), Iona College’s amended Plan to sponsor additional vacant space as a Tax-Free 
NY Area, encompassing the abovementioned vacant space, of 50,000 ft2. 

 
Resolution 018 

 
WHEREAS, SUNY Maritime College has submitted a Plan to designate vacant land and space as 
a Tax-Free NY Area pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 435 and the Commissioner of Economic 
Development, having determined that the Plan meets the statutory and regulatory 
requirements for approval, has forwarded the Plan to the Board. 
 
WHEREAS, the Board has determined that SUNY Maritime College’s Plan, a copy of which is 
attached hereto, proposing to designate 1,700 ft2 of vacant space at Fort Schuyler, located at 6 
Pennyfield Avenue in Throgs Neck, complies with the eligibility criteria of 5 NYCRR § 220.5 and 
is eligible to be approved as a Tax-Free NY Area. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board does hereby approve, pursuant to Econ. 
Dev. L. § 435(2), SUNY Maritime College’s Plan to sponsor a Tax-Free NY Area, encompassing 
the abovementioned vacant space, of 1,700 ft2. 
 

Resolution 019 
 
WHEREAS, Niagara University has submitted a Plan to designate vacant land and space as a Tax-
Free NY Area pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 435 and the Commissioner of Economic Development, 
having determined that the Plan meets the statutory and regulatory requirements for approval, 
has forwarded the Plan to the Board. 
 
WHEREAS, the Board has determined that Niagara University’s Plan, a copy of which is attached 
hereto, proposing to designate 9,409 ft2 of vacant space at DePaul Hall, located at 1 Vincentian 
Drive in Lewiston, and 15,000 ft2 of vacant land, located on Campus Parkway in Lewiston, 
complies with the eligibility criteria of 5 NYCRR § 220.5 and is eligible to be approved as a Tax-
Free NY Area. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board does hereby approve, pursuant to Econ. 
Dev. L. § 435(2), Iona College’s Plan to sponsor a Tax-Free NY Area, encompassing the 
abovementioned vacant land and space, of 24,409 ft2. 
 

Resolution 020 
 
WHEREAS, Villa Maria College has submitted a Plan to designate vacant land and space as a 
Tax-Free NY Area pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 435 and the Commissioner of Economic 
Development, having determined that the Plan meets the statutory and regulatory 
requirements for approval, has forwarded the Plan to the Board. 
 
WHEREAS, the Board has determined that Villa Maria College’s Plan, a copy of which is 
attached hereto, proposing to designate 2,324 ft2 of vacant space at the Villa Maria Student 
Center, located at 240 Pine Ridge Road in Buffalo, complies with the eligibility criteria of 5 
NYCRR § 220.5 and is eligible to be approved as a Tax-Free NY Area. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board does hereby approve, pursuant to Econ. 
Dev. L. § 435(2), Villa Maria College’s Plan to sponsor a Tax-Free NY Area, encompassing the 
abovementioned vacant space, of 2,324 ft2. 
 



Iona College 

Proposed AMENDED Designation Plan 

February 20, 2015 

 

Iona College has submitted an amended Designation Plan pursuant to §220.9 of the Economic 
Development START-UP NY regulations.  According to §220.9 a Sponsor may seek to amend or modify 
the approved Plan at any time, and the amendment shall be submitted in the same manner as the 
original Plan.  The amendment must be submitted for approval pursuant to the procedures and 
requirements set forth in § 220.8 (Application process for eligible private university or college campuses 
for approval as a Tax-Free NY Area.   

SUMMARY OF TAX-FREE SPACE PROPOSED FOR DESIGNATION 

Iona is applying to designate an additional 50,000 ft² of off campus space in the same building as their 
satellite campus in Pearl River, Rockland County.  This is an addition to a total of 9,089 ft²  of “campus” 
space located in McSpendon Hall (6,890ft²) and Hagan Hall (2,199 ft² ) previously designated in their 
Plan approved on 9/25/14. 

TYPES OF BUSINESSES 

High Tech companies specializing in large data analytics 

STATUTORY AND REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 

Pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 432(2), private colleges and universities in New York State may designate up 
to 3 million ft2of vacant land or space in New York.  Of this 3 million, 600,000 ft2 is available for 
designation by certain colleges and universities in Nassau, Suffolk, and Westchester counties and the 
five boroughs of NYC.  Each county is allocated 75,000 ft2 of space. 

In any county where the allocated 75,000 ft2 is designated as a Tax-Free NY Area, an additional 75,000 
ft2 shall be eligible for designation by the START-UP NY Approval Board as a Tax-Free NY Area. 
 
The 9,089 ft² of space proposed for designation by Iona College has been applied against the 600,000 ft2 
limit for private universities and colleges downstate, as well as the 75,000 ft² limit in Westchester 
County. To date, 83,685 ft2 has been applied against the 600,000 ft2 limit for private universities and 
colleges downstate. (This amount includes the 9,089 ft² of previously designated Iona space) 

12,500 ft2 has been designated and applied toward the 75,000 ft2 limit in Kings County. 
6,721 ft2 has been designated and applied toward the 75,000 ft2   limit in Nassau County. 
23,241 ft2 has been designated and applied toward the 75,000 ft2 limit in New York County. 
41,223 ft2 has been designated and applied toward the 75,000 ft2 limit in Westchester County. 
 

Of the 3 million ft2of vacant land or space in New York, 2.4 million square feet is available for 
designation by private colleges and universities in upstate New York. 



The 50,000 ft² of space proposed for designation by Iona College would be applied against the 2.4 
million square feet that may be designated by private colleges and universities in upstate New York.  To 
date 324,984 ft² has been designated and applied toward the 2.4 million square feet limit. 

 

ESD has conducted a review of the Iona College’s designation package and has found it to be in 
compliance with all statutory and regulatory requirements. 
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SUNY Maritime College 

Proposed Designation Plan 

February 2015 

 

SUNY Maritime College is located on a 55-acre scenic waterfront property in the Bronx on the 

Throggs Neck Peninsula.  The campus is within 30 minutes of LaGuardia and Kennedy International 

Airports.  Founded in 1874, the SUNY Maritime College was the first maritime school in the country. 

 

Pursuant to 5 NYCRR §220.5(f), Maritime College, among other enumerated colleges and universities, 

is permitted to seek  the approval of the START-UP NY Approval Board for designation of up to 75,000 

ft2 of vacant campus land or space as a Tax-Free NY Area in each of the eight Downstate counties.  

 

SUMMARY OF TAX FREE SPACE PROPOSED FOR DESIGNATION 

The College proposes 1700 ft2 of vacant space on campus in Fort Schuyler, including two offices (800 

and 900 ft2 for each).   

 

TYPES OF BUSINESSES 

Business in the formative stage of development or engage in the design, development and 

introduction of high-technology products, including Maritime simulation (Navigation, Bridge 

Engineering, liquid cargo handling systems, pier/terminal crane and staging systems). 

 

STATUTORY AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 

Pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 432(2), private colleges and universities in New York State may designate 

up to 3 million ft2 of vacant land or space in New York.  Of this 3 million, 600,000 ft2 is available for 

designation by certain colleges and universities in Nassau, Suffolk, and Westchester counties and the 

five boroughs of NYC.  Each county is allocated 75,000 ft2 of space. 

 

To date, 83,685 ft2 has been applied against the 600,000 ft2 limit for private universities and colleges 

downstate. 

 

SUNY Maritime is located in Bronx County.  To date, no square footage has been designated in Bronx 

County. 

 

ESD has conducted a review of the SUNY Maritime designation package and has found it to be in 

compliance with all statutory and regulatory requirements. 



     Niagara University 

           Proposed Designation Plan 

        February 2015 

 

Niagara University is a Catholic university in the Vincentian tradition, located in the town of 

Lewiston in Niagara County, New York. Niagara has 3,300 undergraduate students in 50 

academic programs. Approximately half of the students are residents, while the other half 

commutes from the surrounding areas. The college is known as a liberal arts school, but offers 

programs in technical and pre-professional disciplines as well. 

 

SUMMARY OF TAX-FREE SPACE PROPOSED FOR DESIGNATION 

Niagara University is proposing 9,409 square feet of vacant space on campus and 15,000 square 

feet of vacant land on campus for a total of 24,409 square feet. 

 

TYPES OF BUSINESSES 

The university has chosen to align, in part, the plan with the strategic investment areas of the 

NYS Regional Economic Development Council (REDC), such as: 

 

Hospitality and tourism  

Health and Life sciences  

Advanced Manufacturing 

Advanced technology 

 

STATUTORY AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 

Pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 432(2), private colleges and universities in upstate New York may 

designate up to 2.4 million square feet of vacant land or space in upstate New York. 

 

The 24,409 square feet of space proposed for designation in the Niagara University designation 

plan would be applied against the 2.4 million square feet limit for private universities located 

upstate. To date, 324,984 ft2 designated of the 2.4 million available has been designated. 

 

ESD has conducted a review of Niagara University’s designation package and has found it to be 

in compliance with all statutory and regulatory requirements. 

 



     Villa Maria College 

            Proposed Designation Plan 

         February 2015 

 

Villa Maria College is a small, private, Roman Catholic liberal arts college located 

in Buffalo, New York. Enrolled students learn and grow within a diverse population, and a 

culture that lives the values of truth, charity, and unity. It was founded in 1961 by the Felician 

Sisters, and is currently sponsored by the Our Lady of Hope Province of North America. Villa 

Maria offers bachelor's and associate degrees in the arts, sciences, and business.  

 

SUMMARY OF TAX FREE SPACE PROPOSED FOR DESIGNATION 

Villa Maria College of Buffalo is proposing 2,324 square feet of vacant space on campus. 

 

TYPE OF BUSINESSES 

Graphic design 

Animation 

Web Design 

Digital Media 

Interior Design 

Recording Studios 

Music Industry 

Fashion Industry and Design 

Filmmaking Companies 

Theatre Companies 

Advertising Firms 

 

STATUTORY AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 

Pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 432(2), private colleges and universities in upstate New York may 

designate up to 2.4 million square feet of vacant land or space in upstate New York. 

The 2,324 square feet of space proposed for designation in the Villa Maria College designation 

plan would be applied against the 2.4 million square feet limit for private universities located 

upstate. To date, 324,984 ft2 of the 2.4 million available has been designated. 

ESD has conducted a review of Villa Maria College designation package and has found it to be in 

compliance with all statutory and regulatory requirements. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberal_arts_college
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