
 

 

 

 

AGENDA 
 

MEETING OF THE START-UP NY APPROVAL BOARD 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 05, 2014, 10:00 A.M. 
 

STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 131 
ALBANY, NEW YORK 

 
I. Welcome and Introductions 

II. Ratification of Minutes from START-UP NY Approval Board Meeting of 09/25/14  

III. Consideration of New York Medical College Plan 

IV. Other issues 



 
 

SUMMARY OF START-UP NY DESIGNATED LAND & SPACE 

Pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 432(2), private colleges and universities in New York State may 

designate up to 3 million ft2 of vacant land or space.  Of this 3 million ft2, 600,000 ft2 is available 

for designation by certain colleges and universities in Nassau, Suffolk, and Westchester counties 

and the five boroughs of NYC.  Each county is allocated 75,000 ft2 of vacant land or space. 

In any county where the allocated 75,000 ft2 is designated as a Tax-Free NY Area, an additional 

75,000 ft2 shall be eligible for designation by the START-UP NY Approval Board as a Tax-Free NY 

Area. 

DESIGNATED LAND & SPACE: DOWNSTATE 

To date, 71,885 ft2 has been designated against the 600,000 ft2 limit for private universities and 

colleges downstate.  The following indicates the land or space designated to date against the 

75,000 ft2 available to each of the following counties: 

Bronx County: No space designated 

Kings County: 12,500 ft2 

New York County: 23,241 ft2 

Queens County: No space designated 

Richmond County: No space designated 

Nassau County: 6,721 ft2 

Suffolk County: No space designated 

Westchester County: 29,423 ft2 

DESIGNATED LAND & SPACE: UPSTATE 

To date, 324,984 ft2 has been designated against the 2.4 million ft2 limit for private universities 

located upstate. 



 
DRAFT – SUBJECT TO REVIEW AND REVISION1 
 
  START-UP NY Approval Board 
Meeting Minutes 
State Capitol, Room 131, Albany 
1:15 P.M., Thursday, September 25, 2014 

 
 
The following Board members were present: Andrew Kennedy (Chair), Governor’s Appointee, 
Governor’s Assistant Secretary for Economic Development; Abraham M. Lackman, Temporary 
President of the Senate’s Appointee, Senior Officer for Civic Affairs at the Simons Foundation; 
Edward M. Cupoli, Speaker of the Assembly’s Appointee, Professor Emeritus at the University at 
Albany and Trustee Emeritus at Cornell University.   

 
 
The meeting was called by Chairman Kennedy at 1:20.  Chairman Kennedy proceeded to the 
first item on the agenda, adoption of the minutes from the Board’s previous meeting, and 
asked if there was a motion to move to a vote on the minutes.  Mr. Lackman so moved and Mr. 
Cupoli seconded the motion.  The Board then proceeded to a vote, and approved the minutes 
3-0.  Thereafter, Chairman Kennedy inquired as to whether there was a motion to move to a 
vote on adoption of the modified minutes from the Board’s meeting of July 01, 2014.  Mr. 
Cupoli so moved, and Mr. Lackman seconded the motion.  The Board proceeded to a vote, and 
approved the minutes for its July 01 meeting 3-0. 
 
At 1:21, the Board turned to consideration of Canisius College’s plan to designate a Tax-Free NY 
Area.  Ms. Judi Tholl of Empire State Development provided a summary of Canisius College’s 
plan.  Ms. Tholl noted that Canisius College’s plan: 
 

• Proposes for designation 49,416 square feet of vacant on-campus space, including 
45,200 square feet of vacant space in Canisius College’s Science Hall, and 4,216 square 
feet of vacant space located at Demerly Hall; 

• Identifies eight business sectors from which Canisius College intends to solicit business 
applications, including health and life sciences, chemicals, advanced manufacturing, 
information technology, bio-technology, software development, alternative and 
sustainable technologies, and robotics. 

1 The video recording of this meeting of the START-UP NY Approval Board constitutes the official record of the 
meeting.  To the extent of any conflict between these minutes and the video recording, the conflict should be 
resolved in favor of the video recording. 
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Ms. Tholl further noted that Canisius College is particularly focused on health and life sciences 
businesses that would align with its activities as part of the Buffalo-Niagara Medical Campus 
consortium.  Ms. Tholl added that Canisius College is working closely with the University at 
Buffalo to identify business prospects, and that Canisius College is well positioned to partner 
with businesses that do not conform to the University at Buffalo’s START-UP NY plan.  Finally, 
Ms. Tholl indicated that Canisius College’s collaboration with the University at Buffalo, in 
addition to Canisius College’s outreach to its alumni, has generated interest from potential 
business applicants in the health and life sciences and chemical industries.  Canisius College 
estimates that these potential business applicants would generate between seventy-five and 
one hundred jobs if accepted to participate in the START-UP NY program. 
 
At 1:24, Chairman Kennedy opened the floor to questions and comments regarding Canisius 
College’s plan to designate a Tax-Free NY Area.  Hearing no questions or comments, Chairman 
Kennedy asked if there was a motion to move to a vote on Canisius College’s plan.  Mr. 
Lackman so moved, and Mr. Cupoli seconded the motion.  By a vote of 3-0, the Board moved to 
a final vote on Canisius College’s plan. 
 
The Secretary to the Board, Mr. Phillip Harmonick, proceeded to collect votes from the Board 
members by roll call.  By a vote of 3-0, the Board approved Canisius College’s plan. 
 
Chairman Kennedy then indicated that the Board would proceed to consideration of the 
D’Youville College plan to designate a Tax-Free NY Area.  Ms. Patricia Hartle of Empire State 
Development provided a summary of D’Youville College’s plan, including that: 

 
• D’Youville College proposes for designation 11,150 square feet of vacant space at the 

D’Youville Academic Center; 
• D’Youville College seeks to partner with businesses in the following industry areas: 

health, life, and pharmaceutical sciences; information services and technology; 
manufacturing; and research and development. 

 
Ms. Hartle further observed that D’Youville College has received initial inquiries from 
businesses engaged in developing health information technology, as well as pharmaceutical 
science companies.   
 
At 1:25, Mr. Cupoli indicated that he approved of the clear organization of D’Youville College’s 
application.  At this point, Mr. Cupoli moved for the Board to proceed to a vote on D’Youville 
College’s plan.  Mr. Lackman seconded the motion.  By a vote of 3-0, the Board moved to a final 
vote on D’Youville College’s plan.  The Board thereafter approved D’Youville College’s plan, 3-0, 
by roll call vote. 
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At 1:26, Chairman Kennedy indicated that the Board would move to consideration of Iona 
College’s plan to designate a Tax-Free NY Area.  Ms. Tholl provided a summary of Iona College’s 
plan, including that: 

 
• Iona College proposes for designation 9,089 square feet of vacant on-campus space,  

including 6,890 square feet of vacant space at McSpedon Hall and 2,199 square feet of 
vacant space at Hagan Hall; 

• Iona College will seek to partner with an array of high-tech businesses, particularly 
businesses specializing in “big data.” 

 
Ms. Tholl indicated that Iona College has been in discussions with two prospective START-UP NY 
partners, one engaged in web mining with the potential to generate ten jobs, and the other 
developing biomarkers, molecular diagnostics, and personalized therapies with the potential to 
generate three jobs.   
 
At 1:27, Chairman Kennedy opened the floor to questions and comments regarding Iona 
College’s plan to designate a Tax-Free NY Area.  Hearing no questions or comments, Chairman 
Kennedy asked if there was a motion to move to a vote on Iona College’s plan.  Mr. Lackman so 
moved, and Mr. Cupoli seconded the motion.  By a vote of 3-0, the Board moved to a final vote 
on Iona College’s plan.  The Board thereafter approved Iona College’s plan, 3-0, by roll call vote. 
 
Chairman Kennedy then indicated that the Board would proceed to consideration of Mount 
Saint Mary College’s plan to designate a Tax-Free NY Area.  Ms. Tholl provided a summary of 
Mount Saint Mary College’s plan, including that: 

 
• Mount Saint Mary College proposes for designation 7,698 square feet of vacant on-

campus space located at a warehouse and an adjoining vacant lot leased by Mount Saint 
Mary College; 

• The leases for the properties proposed for designation run through 2018, and Mount 
Saint Mary College is in agreement with the landlord of the properties in question to 
renegotiate the leases for an additional ten year period in the event that Mount Saint 
Mary College’s plan is approved by the Board; 

• Mount Saint Mary College intends to attract businesses in a variety of business sectors, 
but will initially focus on business engaged in producing educational products, 
pharmaceutical manufacturing, and development of “green” products. 
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Ms. Tholl indicated that Mount Saint Mary College has been in discussions with three 
prospective START-UP NY partners in its targeted industries, and that the businesses in question 
have the potential to generate twenty-eight jobs through their participation in the Mount Saint 
Mary College START-UP NY program.   
 
At 1:30, Chairman Kennedy opened the floor to questions and comments regarding Mount 
Saint Mary College’s plan to designate a Tax-Free NY Area.  Mr. Lackman observed that he 
would like information from Empire State Development in the future on when businesses have 
moved into the spaces designated by the Board.  Chairman Kennedy responded that 
information of this nature would be provided in the annual report to be prepared by Empire 
State Development on the operation of the program. 
 
Mr. Cupoli then asked whether a system was in place to begin collecting data on when 
businesses move into space, as well as critical business performance information such as the 
number of jobs created by businesses in Tax-Free NY Areas.  Ms. Jennifer Chung, Counsel to the 
Board, answered that Empire State Development has procedures to collect this information as 
part of its annual reporting requirements. 
 
Chairman Kennedy then asked Ms. Tholl whether the space leased by Mount Saint Mary College 
was space that was leased by Mount Saint Mary College prior to the commencement of the 
START-UP NY program.  Ms. Tholl confirmed that this was the case.  Chairman Kennedy then 
asked if the space proposed for designation is adjacent to Mount Saint Mary College.  Ms. Tholl 
answered affirmatively.  Mr. Lackman then asked whether the space in question would be 
exempt from property taxes as a result of its inclusion in the Mount Saint Mary College plan.  
Ms. Chung clarified that only property owned by sponsoring colleges and universities is eligible 
for this exemption. 
 
At 1:32, hearing no further questions or comments, Chairman Kennedy asked if there was a 
motion to move to a vote on Mount Saint Mary College’s plan.  Mr. Lackman so moved, and Mr. 
Cupoli seconded the motion.  By a vote of 3-0, the Board moved to a final vote on Mount Saint 
Mary College’s plan.  The Board thereafter approved Mount Saint Mary College’s plan, 3-0, by 
roll call vote. 
 
At 1:33, Chairman Kennedy inquired as to whether there were any further items of business.  
Mr. Lackman remarked for the record that he approved of the uniformity of the conflict of 
interest policies presented to the Board.  Ms. Chung attributed this to the public nature of the 
Board’s proceedings and the opportunity they give college and university sponsors to better 
understand the expectations of the Board as to the contents of their plans for Tax-Free NY 
Areas. 

4 
 



 
 
Based on Ms. Hartle’s report on the number of outstanding plans under review by Empire State 
Development, the Board members discussed potential dates for a future meeting and 
tentatively agreed on the first week of November. 
 
At 1:34, hearing no further remarks, Chairman Kennedy requested a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  Mr. Cupoli so moved, and Mr. Lackman seconded the motion.  By a vote of 3-0, the 
motion was approved and the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Phillip Harmonick 

5 
 



 

 

 
 

MEETING OF THE START-UP NY APPROVAL BOARD 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 05, 2014, 10:00 A.M. 
 

STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 131 
ALBANY, NEW YORK 

 
Resolution 016 

 
WHEREAS, New York Medical College has submitted a Plan to designate vacant space as a Tax-
Free NY Area pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 435 and the Commissioner of Economic Development, 
having determined that the Plan meets the statutory and regulatory requirements for approval, 
has forwarded the Plan to the Board. 
 
WHEREAS, the Board has determined that New York Medical College’s Plan, a copy of which is 
attached hereto, proposing to designate 11,800 ft2 of vacant space at the BioInc@NYMC 
biotechnology incubator, located at 7 Dana Road in Valhalla, complies with the eligibility criteria 
of 5 NYCRR § 220.5 and is eligible to be approved as a Tax-Free NY Area. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board does hereby approve, pursuant to Econ. 
Dev. L. § 435(2), New York Medical College’s Plan to sponsor a Tax-Free NY Area, encompassing 
the abovementioned vacant space, of 11,800 ft2. 

 
 



New York Medical College 
Proposed designation Plan 

November 10, 2014 
 

 
 
New York Medical College was founded in 1860 in Valhalla, Westchester County.   The College is 
chartered by the Regents of the State of New York and accredited by numerous associations including 
the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools and the Council on Education in Public 
Health.  New York Medical College joined Touro College and University System in May 2011, creating 
one of the United States’ largest biomedical higher education consortiums.  The College has more than 
1,400 students and 1,338 residents and clinical fellows.  The College has created BioInc@NYMC, a 
biotechnology incubator, that is designed to meet the needs of new and emerging biotechnology 
companies. The College is in the process of finalizing their affiliation with Hudson Valley Center for 
Innovation, a New York certified Incubator, however  they have several businesses that will want to 
apply as soon as START-UP certification is approved. 
 
SUMMARY OF TAX-FREE SPACE PROPOSED FOR DESIGNATION 
 
New York Medical College is applying to designate 11,800 ft² of office and laboratory space at 7 Dana Rd 
on the campus in Valhalla, NY. Currently 4,300 ft² has been built out.  The remaining space will be used 
to accommodate additional licensees. 
 
TYPES OF BUSINESSES 
 
Businesses that are engaged in the design, development, introduction and manufacturing of new 
technology – specifically the in the following areas: 
 
Bioinformatics 
Medical Devices 
Vaccines 
Chemical Compounds 
Biologicals  
Software/medical apps. 
 
STATUTORY AND REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
 
Pursuant to Econ. Dev. L. § 432(2), private colleges and universities in New York State may 
designate up to 3 million ft2 of vacant land or space in New York.  Of this 3 million, 600,000 ft2 is 
available for designation by certain colleges and universities in Nassau, Suffolk, and 
Westchester counties and the five boroughs of NYC.  Each county is allocated 75,000 ft2 of 
space. 
 
The 11,800 ft2 of space proposed for designation by New York Medical College would be 
applied against the 75,000 ft2 that may be designated by private colleges and universities in 



Westchester County.  To date, 29,423 ft² has been designated and applied toward the 75,000 
ft2 limit in Westchester County. 
 
In any county where the allocated 75,000 ft2 is designated as a Tax-Free NY Area, an additional 
75,000 ft2 shall be eligible for designation by the START-UP NY Approval Board as a Tax-Free NY 
Area.  
 
ESD has conducted a review of the New York Medical College designation package and has 
found it to be in compliance with all statutory and regulatory requirements. 
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