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"LATE SHOW" STAYS TRUE TO ITS EMPIRE STATE 
ROOTS 
Iconic CBS Talk Show Will Remain in New York After Letterman Passes the Baton to 
Colbert 

 
When David Letterman announced that he would be stepping down from his 
post next year as host of CBS's Late Show after 21 years, he set off a wave 
of intense speculation. While some of this was focused on his successor, 
many in and out of the TV industry wondered where the show would be 
produced after Letterman was gone. 

  
On July 23, the world got an answer when Governor Andrew Cuomo and 
CBS President and CEO Leslie Moonves announced that New York was 
selected out of the other cities making a bid for the program. For the full 
story, click here. 

 
 

 

  
New York Shines at 2014 Primetime Emmy Award 
Nominations Announcement  
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As the television industry continues to thrive in New 
York State, the standard of excellence for programming 
has also 
grown. This was recognized on July 10, 2014, when the 
Primetime Emmy Nominations were announced and 
New York was well represented in the lineup of 
nominees.  
 
 Shows that filmed or did post-production in New York 
garnered 123 nominations. For the full story, click 
here.   

 
 

 

Change to Production Tax Credit Audit Procedures 
  

  
The overwhelming success of the New York 
State Film Production Tax Credit under 
Governor Cuomo has brought record 
breaking numbers of film and television 
productions - and tax credit applications -into 

the state.  
 

To help address the influx of final applications, Empire State Development (ESD) has announced that an 
optional, voluntary program for third party review of final applications will be made available to applicants to 
the program. Slated to go into effect January 2015, the new procedure will allow productions that choose to 
participate to have their final applications reviewed by outside CPA firms according to agreed-upon 
procedures (AUPs) established and published  by ESD.  For the full story, click here. 

 
 

 

  
POST-PRODUCTION SPOTLIGHT: One Year Later, an 
Empire Grows in 
Buffalo 
 
In July 2013, Governor Andrew Cuomo 
announced the creation of Empire Visual 
Effects, a post-production and visual effects 
company based out of Buffalo's Tri-Main 
Center.  
 
The announcement was a major milestone 
for New York's burgeoning post-production 
industry, representing an expansion upstate 
by a dynamic, growing sector. Empire Visual 
Effects was part of Governor Cuomo's 
"Buffalo Billion" initiative, which will 
ultimately invest $1 billion in Western New 
York, aimed at the economic revitalization of 
the area.  For the full story, click here. 

 

Empire Visual Effects' work on Pepsi's Halftime Commercial 
for the 56th Annual Grammys 

 
 

 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rsgTLoLQMHA0GVg1HMoJlS3Pbq6hi3IWdpIqCGdXd49erONXO6PYSILDGqrv-ebjyx9RIyGdAdigjB5wv4G6bbp36J2692JTMTUmgSFUwo481KiaK7cqPTjraKQfIFVshk6sTfuucoTkX2rhBcp2jyTFcdwdB72pwzXNCfa2GBWUijzF5llGwbQph0a7sLtcQkHPn77OO1WIea3Puoo3TRaGpVBClJeDOVaogTrZcK04OZl2hbets_xeV7UQGKFLIRnYbUUpuBRrBnLywJ8a7RXl-4WUPken0SM-uWyfO4Z8n7xsS7heA2lxCN0QugVOO69HKmcT8pxwnvZ8GPw8912JjpX0wWtgCngf8RJ58W561Wea8VAgXS99Zx4lkQOnMP5qileBhsDbDBa9Yy6ru9fEvt2RwpUzO-1kciVbSs0feS_X6g-BGA==&c=Dm2gHXA6oYChjSi6YURdJlpnGfWYg1tVSrk4C-LtUyx-eThCETkUdg==&ch=2vy3mlowk0lw0l3Xe8vqNpgUc2x6TGf2HX8T1fnizmfdrfkxoatQkg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rsgTLoLQMHA0GVg1HMoJlS3Pbq6hi3IWdpIqCGdXd49erONXO6PYSILDGqrv-ebjaWIG3-7KzU1ranzCTMLhILQ0qiMHWOEQE7uCF5BUq04FeIsy2PVgGMuBN0vOKSQnRLrY3E7IXw3NDS7hiDE5Tgm0yYoNAvnulI_e3F1MXQ8jAU_Y4YP31GiPFiPuD1uDBAb_q0N8FHyvxaLCny1SlOqCBRnvUQiu5j5I0P42XuBM1t0W7Xqg63BCWFWzoiSywCGRcvs_HekOGzs_gu0qgFKfCWmjBNJOebIhM7vVI-NnpbqWX8dztNJIRvRlRm2GaYtoZzX-DC15OHrXoTEWQx0BrgDujPItWs037Kk4W6IkxF3CvhInxlR5YYi63Cil528GipCUcgB-XXfYxnAFMl8uDfoFFaVc8niVgkoS1vPowtSjjLScAglxeCCNAwZB&c=Dm2gHXA6oYChjSi6YURdJlpnGfWYg1tVSrk4C-LtUyx-eThCETkUdg==&ch=2vy3mlowk0lw0l3Xe8vqNpgUc2x6TGf2HX8T1fnizmfdrfkxoatQkg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rsgTLoLQMHA0GVg1HMoJlS3Pbq6hi3IWdpIqCGdXd49erONXO6PYSILDGqrv-ebjdxn43tLwsh65RP_7-wNDqjpaAaiq2MaccKb5-So5LlSmLm1728cu4Fk_eoOsxFwUONK73IpRUExcrIYRW0s4adTjQDmGJBMb_vDKRIx2sl-3eiv4mHpa2Bicu8XDI9miFIPCKgMKNSi-XFF9NSlg6ORW4dnl14-P4XVZQrdELw52TsCsDXzLIgeNjYbKaVN3nhzqEQ8EeSUp9wRuwEf56qrvlJ5OJayurRjWaKRYUUnb8oRj1B3umwWov8_ZXn3bX8x05JzWpM6oBh3v6b89mg8w1upu0c9oWTSbbgMao4KT4fpEP_vkLzfzzM1Ha-voSAf1N4YpvMxpA6uVBdb4YEEKrPJvvXYJTKptLRrhb3rsU3jTwPi1V8FBwxhL7ban&c=Dm2gHXA6oYChjSi6YURdJlpnGfWYg1tVSrk4C-LtUyx-eThCETkUdg==&ch=2vy3mlowk0lw0l3Xe8vqNpgUc2x6TGf2HX8T1fnizmfdrfkxoatQkg==


STUDIO SPOTLIGHT: Sage Armory 
21,000 Square Foot Drill Hall Newest Qualified Production Facility in Capital 
District 

 
 

The latest addition to the Upstate production scene is 
big indeed - the 68,450 square foot Sage Armory in 
Albany is now a Qualified Production Facility!  
 
Featuring a 21,000 square foot open drill hall perfect for 
constructing large sets, the Sage Armory is eligible for 
use as a qualified soundstage for film and television 
productions applying for the New York State Film 
Production tax credits.For the full story, click here. 

 
 

 

 
MEET THE TEAM: Donna Masly, Roosevelt Island 
  
"It's our Manhattan and Long Island City skyline views, 
and the uniqueness of the Tram that attracts most 
filmmakers and photographers to Roosevelt Island," 
boasts Donna Masly, Program Coordinator for the 
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC) for the 
last seven years.   
  
Created by the State of New York as a public benefit 
corporation, it is the mission of the RIOC to plan, 
design, develop, operate, maintain and manage 
Roosevelt Island.  For the full story, click here. 

 
 

 

 
FILM GOOD/DO GOOD: LeNoble Lumber 

Supplying and maintaining sustainability in New 
York's production industry  
  
 

Since 1965 LeNoble Lumber has been supplying the east coast film industry 
with scenic and construction materials. It has remained one of the go-to 
lumber vendors of the New York film and television industry for nearly fifty 
years because of its commitment to three fundamental principles: quality 
material, unparalleled service and competitive pricing.   
  
Recently, LeNoble Lumber added a fourth principle to its way of conducting 
business: a commitment to environmentally responsible practices and 
products.  By forging partnerships with organizations dedicated to combating 
deforestation, and instituting eco-friendly, energy efficient policies throughout 
its day-to-day operations, LeNoble Lumber has adopted forward thinking 
green policies that it hopes will become standard industry practices in the 
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near future. For the full story, click here. 

 
 

 

 
  
TALENT SPOTLIGHT: Ray Quinlan 
  
There was never a doubt in Ray Quinlan's mind that he 
would make his career in the film industry - it was the 
"family business".   It began with his maternal 
grandmother, Rhea Bennett, who worked in wardrobe 
with the likes of W.C. Fields and the Marx Brothers.   
 
Her employer was Paramount, which at that time was 
headquartered in Astoria, Queens in the location that is 
now home to Kaufman Astoria Studios, and Ray grew 
up right around the corner from the studio. For the full 
story, click here.  

 
 

 

 
  
LOCATION SPOTLIGHT: Tupper Lake 

  
Tupper Lake is a tucked-away gem nestled in the 
Adirondack Mountains, an idyllic rural village located in 
the North Country region of upstate New York.   
 
It recently hosted the shooting of several action 
sequences in the upcoming, Michael Bay-produced 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, a remake of the 1990s 
cult classic. The Ninja Turtles production was drawn to 
Tupper Lake because of its now-dormant Big Tupper 
Ski Area resort, which was used for a major chase 
scene in the film, as well as for its totally tubular pizza, 
of course. For the full story, click here.  
  

 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE: July- 
August 2014  
 
Roosevelt Island's Outdoor Summer Movie Series - June 28-Aug 23, 
2014 
Movies With A View in Brooklyn Bridge Park - July 10-August 29, 
2014   
Rochester Jewish Film Festival - July 13-21, 2014 
Stony Brook Film Festival - July 17-26, 2014  
Asian American International Film Festival - July 24-August 3, 2014 
NewFest  - July 24-29, 2014 
  
For more information and upcoming TV & film premieres, click here.   
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Contact: New York State Governor's Office of Motion 
Picture and Television Development 
633 Third Avenue, 33rd floor, New York, NY 10017  
| 1.212. 803.2330 | NYFilm@esd.ny.gov | 
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