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STATE OFFICIALS HOLD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SUMMIT IN OLEAN 
Participants address region’s concerns and set priorities 

 
State officials, including Empire State Development (ESD) President, CEO & Commissioner 
Kenneth Adams, met with Olean and Cattaraugus County stakeholders on February 25 to 
discuss strategies and programs to assist the city and region with its economic development 
priorities.   
 
“This summit brought stakeholders and officials together to come up with strategies and 
opportunities to grow Olean’s economy,” said Empire State Development President, CEO & 
Commissioner Kenneth Adams. “I look forward to continuing to work together to invest in 
critical projects and create jobs in Olean.” 
 
“The Olean Economic Development Summit was a success, joining local stakeholders with state 
and regional economic development experts to brainstorm ideas for the region,” said Howard 
A. Zemsky, Western New York Regional Economic Development Council (WNYREDC) Co-Chair 
and Managing Partner at Larkin Development Group.  “Economic development is a top priority 
for Governor Cuomo and his approach has been bottom-up, relying on regional expertise and 
collaboration.  The summit builds on those ideas and will help us address the specific needs of 
Olean.” 
 
“I am grateful to ESD and state officials for coming to Olean and taking suggestions from local 
and county officials, business and educators for the upcoming round of state funding through 
the Western New York Regional Economic Development Council,” said City of Olean Mayor 
Linda Witte.  “I would like to thank ESD Regional President Sam Hoyt for suggesting our local 
economic summit and also for holding it in Olean.” 
 
Bob Shibley, a professor and dean at the University at Buffalo’s School of Architecture and 
Planning and an internationally renowned scholar and practitioner in architecture, planning and 
urban design, moderated the event.  He laid out problems facing Cattaraugus County, including 
population loss, decrease in young adults, an aging population and job loss, and then led 
participants on a discussion that reviewed, prioritized and strategized key projects and 
initiatives of the city and county.  Projects, such as the Walkable Olean North Union Complete 
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Street Transformations, emerged as frontrunners.  Officials at ESD will now work with state 
agency representatives and Western New York Regional Economic Development Council 
members to review the projects and report back to the participants of the summit on next 
steps.  
 
Zemsky and Empire State Development Western New York Regional Office Deputy Director 
Mike Ball also presented an overview of the state’s regional economic development councils 
and Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) process.  
 
In addition, Adams introduced Diego Sirianni, an economic development expert with ESD, as 
the point person for economic development in Olean and Cattaraugus County.  He will assist 
local businesses and other enterprises in securing funding and other resources in order to 
relocate operations, expand operations or maintain operations. 
 
Empire State Development (ESD) is New York’s chief economic development agency 
(www.esd.ny.gov). The mission of ESD is to promote a vigorous and growing economy, 
encourage the creation of new job and economic opportunities, increase revenues to the State 
and its municipalities, and achieve stable and diversified local economies. Through the use of 
loans, grants, tax credits and other forms of financial assistance, ESD strives to enhance private 
business investment and growth to spur job creation and support prosperous communities 
across New York State. ESD is also the primary administrative agency overseeing Governor 
Cuomo’s Regional Economic Development Councils and the marketing of “I Love NY,” the 
State’s iconic tourism brand. For more information on Regional Councils and Empire State 
Development, visit www.nyworks.ny.gov and www.esd.ny.gov. 
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