Our Mission

The mission of the Division of Minority and Women'’s
Business Development is to promote equality of
economic opportunities for Minority and Women
Business Enterprises (MWBEs) and to eliminate
barriers to their participation in state contracts.
Specifically, the Division implements Article 15-A

of the Executive Law, which codifies the state policy
of supporting participation of minorities

and women in state contracts.

The Division’s Three Key Objectives:
Certification
® Review applications by businesses seeking MWBE

certification or re-certification with New York State,
and maintain a directory of certified MWBEs.

Utilization/Agency Services

® Encourage and assist state agencies that are engaged
in contracting activities to award a fair share of
state contracts to MWBEs. Monitor and track
agency compliance and utilization of MWBE firms.

Business Development

® Promote the business development of MWBEs
through education and outreach to agencies and
MWABEs.

® Work with community based organizations and
MWABE business advocacy groups.

® Develop programs designed to assist the growth
and development of businesses owned, operated
and controlled by MWBEs.

o“. ... .. . )
Certification is a crucial step to
growing my business. This has been
a big step forward in my journey to
obtaining contracts with the state.””
Stanley Miles, Sr.

Miles Fence Company
February 7, 2012

Empire State Development

State of New York
Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor

Empire State Development
Kenneth Adams, President & CEO

95 Perry Street
Buffalo, NY 14203

Empire State Development
Albany, NY 12245

633 Third Avenue
New York, NY 10017

1 800 STATE-NY
www.esd.ny.gov

www.esd.ny.gov/mwbe.html

DIVISION OF MINORITY
AND WOMEN’S BUSINESS

DEVELOPMENT

Promoting equality of economic
opportunities for Minority- and
Women- Owned businesses
with New York State.

Find out how
New York State
can assist your
business at

esd.ny.gov/mwbe.html
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