
About
Under the Better Buffalo Fund (BBF), up to $30 million will be dedicated to projects that encourage density and growth along 
transportation corridors and revitalize neighborhood commercial districts. The fund is positioned to create vibrant, mixed-use, high-density 
neighborhoods; is focused on giving all residents of the City of Buffalo greater access to the major employment hubs—projected to create 
thousands of jobs and increase the City’s tax base—announced as part of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo’s Buffalo Billion initiative; and 
create stronger transit and transportation access linkages between neighborhoods and existing and growing employment centers, job 
training, and services. 

Program Tracks and Eligibility
Applicants are invited to apply for funds through the BBF for one of two initiatives—Transit Oriented 
Development and Buffalo Main Streets.

Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) 
ESD will administer a grant and revolving loan fund for up to $2 million in gap financing for adaptive reuse 
or infill capital projects, which promote dense development (housing, employment, and retail) within ¼ mile 
walking distance of transit stops on Main Street, Niagara Street, Bailey Avenue, Utica Street and Grant 
Street corridors (see map on reverse); and encourage the use of multi-modal transportation, and stimulate 
pedestrian activity through retail and neighborhood-oriented businesses and services, quality public spaces, 
and accessible walkways.

Buffalo Main Streets Initiative
A program modeled on the New York State Main Street (NYMS) program, the Buffalo Main Streets Initiative 
will assist in the revitalization of historic downtowns and mixed-use neighborhood commercial districts. 
The program will consider grant requests ranging from $50,000 to $500,000 from non-profit organizations 
or business associations. Funds can be used for building renovations and public space enhancements 
in discrete, mixed-use target areas, with direct coordination from the local non-profit community based 
organization/business association. The Buffalo Main Streets Initiative aims to fund projects within the 
following general corridors (see map on reverse). 

• Allentown 
• Bailey 
• Broadway/Fillmore 
• Chippewa Street 
• East Delavan 
• Elmwood Village 
• Fillmore/MLK 

• Grant/Amherst 
• Grant/Ferry 
• Hertel 
• Jefferson Ave 
• Kaisertown 
• Lovejoy 
• Lower Niagara/Lakeview 

• Main Street 
• Seneca/Caz 
• South Park 
• Tonawanda/Ontario 
• Upper Niagara Street

The Better Buffalo Fund (BBF) 
The primary purpose of the Better Buffalo Fund is to 
foster the transformation of our neighborhoods and to 
facilitate economic development & job growth.

We invite you to attend the Better 
Buffalo Fund Information Session

Tuesday, October 28th
9:00 AM – 11:00 AM
Educational Opportunity Center 
555 Ellicott Street
RSVP jgregory@esd.ny.gov

Application deadline is December 1, 2014, 4:00PM EST
For program Guidelines and Application visit:
http://esd.ny.gov/BusinessPrograms/BetterBuffaloFund.html
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