
C.  BCCED - Fordham Road Renaissance Festival (W636)  

October 22, 2009 

 

Grantee: Bronx Council for Economic Development Local Development 

Corporation d/b/a Bronx Central Council for Economic Development 

(“BCCED”) 

 

ESD Investment: A grant of up to $125,000 to be used for the cost of developing the 

Fordham Road Renaissance Festival (the “Festival”) for the Fordham 

Road Commercial Center (the “Center”). 

 

Project Location:  Fordham Road Commercial District, Bronx, Bronx County 

 

NYS Empire Zone:       N/A  

 

Project Completion:  September 2008 

 

Grantee Contact:  Vincent Pinela, Executive Director 

 807 Lydig Avenue, Suite 200 

 Bronx, New York 10462 

 Phone: 718-829-2020  Fax: 718-829-2202  

 

Project Team: Project Management Medina Napier  

 Affirmative Action Laverne Poole 

   Environmental Soo Kang 

 

Project Description:  

 

Background 

The Bronx Central Council for Economic Development is a not-for-profit local development 

corporation created in 1995. Its mission is to foster community and economic development 

within Bronx neighborhoods. BCCED provides the building blocks for Bronx communities 

and businesses to grow by establishing community building projects and district marketing 

programs, and by offering technical and financial assistance to small businesses and 

entrepreneurs.   

 

The BCCED currently implements the annual Fordham Road Renaissance Festival, a 

Graffiti Removal Program, Neighborhood Development Initiatives, a Small Business 

Development Program, and also offers financial literacy workshops designed to increase 

community knowledge of money management, savings, credit card management, and 

banking basics. Additionally, the BCCED has sponsored mortgage foreclosure prevention 

workshops for Bronx community residents. 
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While the BCCED serves numerous Bronx communities, an emphasis of its work has been 

within the northwest Bronx, specifically the Fordham Road commercial district.  In 1996,  

BCCED created the Festival as a vehicle for marketing and promoting the Fordham Road 

shopping district. The Festival is a component of the BCCED’s borough-wide promotional 

program for economic development. It’s a catalyst for generating new consumers into the 

Fordham shopping area and showcasing the cultural diversity, strengths and unique 

characteristics of the Fordham district, and the range of products and services offered by 

business establishments.    

 

The most recent grant funds from ESD allowed BCCED to continue its programs in Bronx 

neighborhoods and to continue promoting the Center through the Festival. Along with 

sustaining its ongoing programs, one of the BCCED’s accomplishments includes the 

creation of the Fordham Road Business Improvement District in 2005. All grant funds were 

disbursed. 

 

The Project 

The Fordham Road Renaissance Festival was held on September 7, 2008, on Fordham Road 

from Morris Avenue to Kingsbridge Road and on Valentine Avenue from 188
th

 to 192
nd

 

streets. Prior to this, BCCED held planning and outreach sessions in the first and second 

quarters of 2008, which involved reaching out to prospective participants, including 

performers and merchants.  

 

In April and May 2008, the BCCED hired consultants, a project manager and an event 

coordinator for the Festival.  Both consultants retained by the BCCED are New York City-

based companies.  Festival Productions was selected based on its qualifications and 

competitive prices, to provide the logistics in obtaining permits and banners, and soliciting 

vendors. PMP International Development facilitated the outreach to artists that performed at 

the Festival, and was selected because of its existing business relationship with performing 

artists targeted by the BCCED. In August and September 2008, BCCED launched its 

outreach and marketing efforts for the Festival.  

 

The Festival was successful in reaching thousands of individuals. Fifty vendors participated, 

and approximately 20,000 flyers and posters were distributed throughout the Bronx. An 

estimated 50,000 individuals attended the event. 
 

Upon completion of the project, the Grantee will furnish a final report, describing the impact 

and effectiveness of the project. 
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Statutory Basis – Community Projects Fund: 

The project is reappropriated in the 2009-2010 New York State budget.  No residential relocation is 

required as there are no families or individuals residing on the site. 

 

Disclosure and Accountability Certifications:  

The Grantee has provided ESDC with the required Disclosure and Accountability Certifications. 

Grantee’s certifications indicate that Grantee has no conflict of interest or good standing 

violations and, therefore, staff recommends that the Corporation authorize the grant to the 

Grantee as described in these materials.  

Financing Uses Amount Financing Sources Amount Percent

Salaries & Fringe $29,041 ESD Grant $125,000 100%

Consultants $43,000

Event OTPS including rental 

equipment, associated fees 

and insurance

$46,744

Operational OTPS including 

rent, utilities, supplies
$6,215

Total Project Costs $125,000 Total Project Financing $125,000 100%


